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This publication incorporates content derived 
from a forum where participants expressed their 
own ideas and thoughts on a specific theme. The 
views and opinions expressed by the participants 
are their own and do not necessarily reflect the 
official position or endorsement of the organisation 
that hosted the event. The organisation takes no 
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or 
validity of any information provided by participants. 
Readers are advised to independently evaluate and 
verify the content for themselves. The organisation 
disclaims any liability for any loss, damage, or 
inconvenience caused as a result of reliance on the 
information provided in this publication.
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Common Action Forum (CAF) is 
an independent transnational 
foundation based in Madrid, Spain. 
CAF acts as a think-tank, sustaining 
a global network of prominent and 
emerging intellectuals, politicians, 
journalists, and activists from 
diverse backgrounds.

Fostering dialogues to consolidate a 
progressive agenda, CAF facilitates 
spaces to design solutions to 
critical issues of our times. We aim 
to promote multilevel cooperation 
and in-depth, structural-oriented 
analyses of global challenges.

As opposed to cynical, panicked, 
and pessimistic accounts of 
our world’s dysfunctions, CAF 
seeks alternative narratives and 
constructive proposals that address 
root causes, not only the symptoms. 
We are driven by the vision of 
an empowered, cosmopolitan, 
and democratic global citizenry, 
conscious of a common ground that 
unites and overcomes differences.

In a time of noise, we focus on the 
existential questions humanity 
faces: ever-increasing inequalities, 
environmental collapse, the social 
impact of technology, and the rise of 
neo-fascist/xenophobic policies.

The OCTAGON is a yearly private 
round-table discussion in which over 
32 top intellectuals, activists, and 
experts join to address particular 
vital issues of our time. Despite being 
our youngest, the OCTAGON is CAF’s 
most intensive and focused initiative. 
Comprised of four main workshops 
and functioning under the Chatham 
House Rule, it aims to gather sound 
analyses and grounded innovative 
proposals that can be further 
developed into political action and 
policy recommendations. 

For more detailed information about 
CAF’s work, mission, vision, and 
values, please visit our website, 

www.commonactionforum.net
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It’s all over our screens. Thousands 
upon thousands die calculated 
deaths in front of our very eyes. 
Daily hunger, dispossession, disease, 
bullets, shrapnel and collapsing 
buildings. Though the reach and 
sheer scale of this vicarious 
impotence is a first in history—
massacres have stained the world 
since time immemorial, but today, it 
sits and watches helplessly as this 
carnage unfolds live on air, filling 
our smartphones, our televisions, 
with mounting piles of lost chances, 
empty eyes and lifeless bodies.

As these words are written, famine 
takes over northern Gaza, hastily 
spreading to the rest of the Strip, 
which lies besieged and in ruin. 
Israel’s aid blockades, together 
with agricultural collapse and the 
destruction of water supply and 
sanitation networks, instituted a 
state of hunger and illness, now 
rapidly giving way to a state of death.

Lost amid pointless discussion and 
empty condemnations, our countries 
seem as helpless as we are, and 
yet, we must act. We must not only 
rescue the people of Gaza but our 
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own dignity with them. We have the 
moral obligation to save ourselves 
from the judgement of history, of 
our future, and to redeem ourselves 
from the disgrace of this inaction in 
the eyes of our grandchildren. 

As we cry for aid, arms embargoes, 
ceasefires and sanctions, let’s not 
forget there is no need to reinvent 
the wheel. History is filled with 
precedent—Berlin, Baghdad, Deir 
ez-Zor. Countries, international 
programs, and even in their 
absence, citizens themselves 
found independent ways to help 
those under siege. Stopping this 
famine and ending this unbearable 
suffering demands so much more 
than political virtue-signalling and 
performative solidarity. Palestine 
needs so much more than having 
those who still steadily finance 
and protect its tormentors airdrop 
breadcrumbs amid the rubble. 
Nevermind their response, Israel 
must be confronted with this reality 
now the world watches, forced to 
further show its true colours to all 
who want to see, especially as it 
struggles to shake off accusations of 
genocide.

Among these pages, you will find 
the guiding ideas and blueprints for 
action of an encounter that, even in 
these dire times, looked toward the 
future with the most strategic values 
the fight for justice possesses: moral 
clarity, will, and hope. No matter 
when you read them, we trust they’ll 
enlighten you and inspire you into 
taking action.

We still have everything to do. We 
need initiative, movement and ideas, 
new and old. I call on those who can 
think, write, speak and act to hurry 
up and do it.

Our collective humanity is on the line.

Peace and God’s Mercy be upon you.

Wadah Khanfar
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The catastrophic events of last autumn motivated 
us to postpone OCTAGON_2023 to January 20, 2024. 
This move sought to balance the sheer urgency 
of the meeting with the need for a clear picture, 
providing enough time to examine the factors 
behind the escalation of conflict and the positioning 
of key players. By the time this report is completed 
in March 2024, however, this conflict and its 
regional ramifications remain tremendously volatile. 
Pivotal events would take place in the wake of the 
meeting, such as the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) ruling and its interim measures, the smear 
campaign against the UN Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA), or Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
dismissal of a cease-fire agreement that involved 
the release of all hostages. All this, against the 
backdrop of an encroaching famine, the blockade of 
food and humanitarian aid, and a confirmed death 
toll surpassing 30.000 people—the vast majority of 
them civilians.

Focusing on the Global South’s growing role in 
arbitrating international tensions, the program of 
OCTAGON_2023 was articulated around the priority 
of translating analysis into an agenda of actions 
and initiatives. Conscious of the speed at which 
reality shifts and in line with CAF’s vocation to 
propose structural and long-term approaches, this 
report condenses the event’s main proposals 
into a timeless and strategic roadmap, outlining 
some dilemmas, dissents and open questions. 
Regardless of the moment of reading, it is our 
conviction that the reflections presented here are 
crucial to bring change to Israel-Palestine and avoid 
a new stagnation of the issue.

With the attacks of October 7th and the ensuing 
military reprisal, the previous editions of this 
encounter have witnessed the fulfilment of 
their worst forecasts. As the 2021 and 2022 

reports already warn, however unprecedented 
its characteristics, such an outbreak was entirely 
predictable, and cannot be considered the trigger 
for war even under the most cynical perspective. 
It is not by coincidence that the acceleration of 
dispossession, colonisation and unpunished 
violence in the Occupied Territories (extensively 
reported in recent years) has been combined 
with the trappings of a snug military superpower, 
whose political elite was confident it could wield 
a permanent state of controlled warfare to its 
full advantage. The aggravation of Apartheid and 
occupation and the socio-political crises of an 
over-militarized Israel that sows, harvests and 
pays for its own extremism are, in short, two sides 
of the very same coin. But so are the intentional 
fragmentation of the Palestinian political and social 
space and the discrediting of the non-violent path 
among a population that has only seen things get 
worse for over 30 years. To put the cherry on top, 
the inexorable decline of the US-led global order 
and the opportunities of a multipolar world that has 
not yet arrived seem to increasingly manifest hand 
in hand with risks of global escalation, starting 
in the Middle East—a region under continuous 
suffering since the formal end of the colonial era. 

It was also foreseeable that despite the  
mainstream media’s complacency with biased 
narratives and the increasingly sophisticated 
algorithmic censorship, digital technologies would 
make a difference in giving a voice back to the 
victims in places like today’s Gaza. The offset to this 
optimism, however, is that few of us could imagine 
the political impassivity and social paralysis with 
which the world would livestream the slaughter of 
tens of thousands of civilians, mostly women and 
children, and the systematic mass destruction of 
life-sustaining infrastructure.
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The debate on whether the South African 
experience is a useful model for Palestinian 
liberation is as old as it is, for the most part, sterile. 
Beyond legal analogies, it is obvious that the two 
are separated by a plethora of factors: different 
historical junctures in the global order, unique 
geopolitical environments, significant differences 
in demographics, productive systems and available 
technology, etc. However, the features that make 
South Africa referential are not its peculiarities but 
its articulating principles: how the struggle against 
Apartheid expanded beyond clandestinity and 
the political fringe to become a global movement, 
weaving strategic consensus to the point of forging 
actual leadership. A Palestinian solution can only be 
unequivocally Palestinian, yet to look into the South 
African mirror means not to imitate its strategies 
but to draw from them and transform them, just 
as the anti-Apartheid liberation struggle itself did 
with other precedents, such as the Vietnamese 
resistance.

Every liberation struggle begins in a position 
of power disadvantage. It stems from it. This 
asymmetry can only be countered strategically: by 
optimising energy and resource spending, actively 
building mass consensus, alliances, and a legitimate 
leadership apparatus capable of coordinating and 
deploying large-scale political action. It is no secret 
that the fragmentation of the Palestinian leadership 
making such scenario impossible is the result of a 
perfectly engineered policy on the part of Israel. The 
Bantustanization of the West Bank, the isolation 
of Gaza and the uprooting of the Nakba diaspora 
are all elements of the same equation. One that 
leaves the PNA/PLO as a subservient structure in 
the eyes of its people and Hamas as an unviable 
partner in the eyes of the international community. 
This division translates into much more than a 
mere branding problem: there are no options for 
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inclusive leadership without a unified cause capable 
of integrating it and a united people capable of 
reaching consensus. Without a cause, there is no 
narrative. Without a people, there is simply no struggle.

A central lesson of the South African experience 
is precisely the lack of perspective as a starting 
problem. The imposition of a “funnel vision” 
paradigm by the oppressor allows only for the 
same conclusions to be reached, denying even the 
possibility of imagining others. Understanding the 
destabilisation scenario in which Israel-Palestine 
currently finds itself as a rupture of this funnel 
vision requires emphasising new opportunities 
but also old risks. Engaging in the same systems 
of ideas that led us here can only make us reenact 
analogous scenarios. The practical, sociological 
and moral costs of another false solution are 
immeasurable; they would entail admitting that the 
sacrifice of tens of thousands of innocents have 
been futile and would only postpone the risk of 
global escalation.

To be in solidarity with the cause of Palestinian 
liberation necessarily involves accepting it is not 
possible to choose or construct options from the 
imposed confines of a system of ideas, as is the 
false dilemma between one-state and two-state 
solutions. The strategy for an integrated Palestinian 
cause, essential for tomorrow, will need to harness 
the energy of the present without dissipating it 
by steering it towards visions designed only for 
deadlock.

 

	 Nurturing a strategic social and political 
unification, allowing to determine the principles 
of a unified cause, building bridges between 
national & international social and political actors, 
and acting concentrically: renouncing vetoes and 

building consensus among the most like-minded 
elements first, then moving forward to incorporate 
the most rigid and distant positions. In fragmented 
scenarios, the aggregation of forces not only makes 
it possible to eventually encompass their positions 
but also attracts them towards a consensus with 
greater social gravitas (or forces them to choose 
irrelevance).

The differences between national visions that today 
impede re-unifying the cause can and should be 
overcome by appealing to the present, to urgency 
and to universality with simple demands, such as 
“Ceasefire NOW”.

	 Promoting and communicating an 
understanding of the timings, catalysing a sense 
of urgency but also redirecting international 
solidarity to different fronts in the cause, to mitigate 
impotence and fatigue. Indeed, the anti-Apartheid 
movement became one of the most powerful civil 
campaigns in history, yet it was more than anything 
a coordinating mechanism: external circumstances 
aside, its comprehensive civil action took on first, 
eventually swaying government action, and this 
intensifying spiral led to regime change. Success 
was slow, and awareness was a long prelude to 
state pressure.

	 Navigating the contradictions of a narrative 
in the making, which will have to tread between 
the language of feasibility and the language of 
aspiration. On the one hand, and despite all its 
implicit shortcomings, framing the cause in the 
realm of international law is an essential way to 
materialise legal and political support, yet on the 
other, the Palestinian people are well aware of the 
cost of giving up their dreams in order to appease 
“powers that be”. The present state of affairs is 
the result of a poor balance between realpolitikal 
needs and the hope of collective restitution and 
must be avoided at all costs. [See: About the Risks of 
Promoting the Two-State Paradigm, p. 15]
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	 Seizing the day, trusting the process. Certainly, 
legal initiatives such as those proposed in this 
report have a significant collateral impact on the 
narrative, referencing constructs of the One-state/
Two-state dilemma. Calls to end occupation and 
colonisation, for example, are articulated with 
the horizon of an independent Palestinian state, 
while the struggle against Apartheid or for equality 
under the law are framed in the idea of a common 
homeland. This apparent inconsistency, however, 
is more strategic than it seems. The reality is that 
the symbolic and legal impact of these initiatives 
is complementary and critical to the visibility of 
the Palestinian liberation struggle and the grave 
injustices that drive it, along with the accountability 
of third parties. This retroactive momentum is 
decisive in encouraging a Palestinian re-unification 
(socially, politically, narratively, and cause-wise) 
capable of rallying international support and 
achieving consensus around their own aspirations. 
It will also discourage Israel’s international impunity 
guarantees, its obstructionist strategies and its 
oppressive behaviour.

	 iscerning contexts & speeches in the search 
for solidarity. In engaging state-level actors 
from the perspective of civil society, double 
standards should be denounced from a values-
based approach rather than a policy application 
approach: the former is better at garnering mass 
support, and a relevant degree of double standards 
are always to be expected in state behaviour 
anyway. This language could be structured around 
humanist principles such as universal justice, 
self-determination, fair settlement to the conflict, 
legitimacy of representatives, accountability under 
international humanitarian law, and an end to 
forced displacement. In this sense, international 
civil society should undertake further coordinated 
efforts to bridge the gap that disconnects 
governments and the wider public opinion, 
particularly in the West.

	 Understanding the strategic values behind the 
Palestinian struggle and how they question not 
only occupation/Apartheid or local-regional forms 
of status quo but the foundations of the current 
global order. On the one hand, they appeal to true 
restitution and liberation from racial oppression, 
something that very much frames them in the wider 
de-centralised push for global social justice. On the 
other, they incarnate a call against the half-truths 
and double standards of the international power 
balance, which can be harnessed in a wider struggle 
for a multipolar world, that is more balanced and 
internationally democratic, now primarily advocated 
by Global South countries. 

Still, even as the world slowly strays away from 
US hegemony, shaping a coalition on anti-Western 
principles or addressing solely Global South can 
hamper essential aspects of the cause while only 
facilitating anecdotal gains. In seeking justice, 
we must look for a non-aligned, non-zero-sum 
multilateral framework that can really address 
global problems. While achieving the support of 
other global superpowers like China remains crucial, 
it must also be pointed out that accommodating 
the narrative to their international stances would 
run the same risk of dismantling the values-based 
approach as complying with Western frameworks.

 

As already discussed in depth at OCTAGON_2021 
and OCTAGON_2022, the most popular cop-out by 
the international community (particularly the West) 
on the Israel-Palestine issue, the so-called “two-
state solution”, is a model designed for stagnation. 
Pretending that the final implementation of the 
Oslo treaty was only a matter of time or of ironing 
out technicalities provided the perfect sidelining 
strategy. Not only did they claim the political trophy 
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of resolving an unsolvable conflict by means 
of asymmetric negotiations, thus triumphantly 
endorsing an emerging liberal global order, but they 
also facilitated the reputational laundering (and 
subsequent impunity) of a central regional ally. The 
hurry that Western forces now exhibit in reinstating 
this framework stems from the growing political toll 
of the conflict and a fresh attempt to cash in on a 
(false) resolution from which to disengage as soon 
as possible.

Although the adaptive resilience that Israel exhibited 
after the Yom Kippur War and the First Intifada 
might be compromised by its own extremist drift, 
averting a new deadlock in the Palestinian cause 
must be one of the main strategic priorities. In this 
sense, the ultimate price of imposing the two-state 
narrative under the guise of a new peace conference 
will be to prevent Palestinian unification: we 
would see an asymmetrical negotiation between 
a military superpower and a PNA/PLO devoid of 
legitimacy against the backdrop of hardly more than 
ceremonial international pressure—to an Israel 
that has long practised the refusal of Palestinian 
statehood as a matter of state policy. It should 
not be forgotten that beyond a narrative based on 
finger-pointing and offering no solutions, for Israel, 
the political cost of decolonising the West Bank 
today (with over half a million resident settlers, after 
billions in settlement investments, and facing an 
even more polarised society) is significantly higher 
than it was in 1991. A peace conference on these 
terms would be a futile effort for all pace-interested 
parties involved, Palestinian, Israeli, and beyond.

Among mid-tier politicians, legislators, journalists 
and the broader public opinion, there is a significant 
lack of knowledge of the reasons behind the failure 
of Oslo. For that, in fighting against a forced return 
to the two-state paradigm to protect chances for 
true peace, public awareness must be directed at 
the fact that, so far, peace conferences have been 

a costly and ultimately destructive diversion. To be 
credible, future conferences should be time-bound, 
convened by truly impartial third parties, and openly 
address asymmetries. 

And for that to happen, the international pressure on 
Israel must also be stark. No attempt for a solution 
can be credibly arbitrated by an international 
community that, in its current state, sees the 
Gaza massacre mostly as a PR problem—rejecting 
sanctions & arms embargoes and oversimplifying 
the issue into a “we must fight terrorism” or even 
a “both sides are at fault” formula. There will be no 
“day after” without Palestinian self-determination 
and the end of injustice, be that the end of 
occupation or Apartheid. The illegality of acts and 
circumstances is not so much the question as to 
how they will be resolved. The number of arguments 
of global interest in favour of an effective peace 
are countless and can be fitted in a plethora of 
discourses, all the way from universal ethics 
and upholding international law to protecting 
international commerce and security.

 

Further engaging Jewish allies in diaspora 
communities and within Israel should continue 
to be the utmost priority in the Palestinian 
liberation struggle, notably experts in Jewish 
History and International Law, journalists, 
politicians, artists, activists, content creators 
and other relevant figures. Previous editions of 
the OCTAGON addressed this strategic need from 
a cautious distance, and yet, not only has the 
strong commitment of Jewish civil organisations 
been crucial in raising awareness on the issue 
post-07th October, but it has also helped to the 
essential legitimising of the cause in the face of 
extended Jewish communities, the international 
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media and the wider world. This has rendered 
spurious accusations of antisemitism considerably 
less effective than they used to be, something 
unprecedented till now. 

Much like their counterparts in the anti-Apartheid 
resistance, the personal insights that Jewish 
allies possess on Israeli social psychology, Zionist 
propaganda, and general Jewish culture are vital. 
Not only can they help shield a unified liberation 
cause in the making, but they are the cause’s best 
shot at facilitating collective reckoning among 
the liberal sectors of Israeli society—especially 
in a scenario of increasing international isolation. 
Beyond any avenues for restitution, compensation, 
refugee return and even settler relocation inside of 
Israel, it must be noted Israelis are going nowhere. 
Whether it is in a single confederal, demilitarised 
state or two, Israeli society needs a collective 
catharsis to address a wound that will take 
generations to heal, an endeavour for which Israeli 
and international Jewish allies are indispensable.

Factors playing a significant role in this alliance 
include:

	 The crumbling mythos of a righteous and 
effective Israeli army is a moment of truth 
for many Jewish allies. The humiliation of that 
preventable massacre on 07th October now 
intertwines with visible efforts by Israeli authorities 
to conceal evidence of their own responsibilities in 
it, but also with an even greater civilian massacre 
being streamed live around the world for months. 
Significant numbers of IDF soldiers have displayed 
a shocking level of audacity in documenting and 
uploading their own war crimes to global social 
networks. Many Western analysts have suggested 
this phenomenon portrays a damaging lack of 
military discipline among reservists, omitting 
public statements announcing the “removal of all 
[military] restraints”, like those of President Herzog 
and Defence Minister Yoav Gallant. Facts go much 

further—A December 2023 investigation by Haaretz 
revealed that an infamous Telegram channel, 
“72 Virgins-Uncensored”, which disseminated 
gore-filled audiovisual content of Palestinian 
civilians along with dehumanising language was, 
in fact, run by the Israeli military, something they 
ultimately acknowledged. The full extent to which 
these constitute calculated policies to prop up 
morale among soldiers & civilians remains to be 
seen, but signs point at a coordinated, real-time 
instrumentalisation of criminal acts and a systemic 
sense of unaccountability even as the world 
watches, that would go far beyond poor discipline.

	 The growing ties between Israel and the 
rise of the global far-right are proving to be 
a promising catalyst for the involvement of 
civil society, particularly in Western countries. 
Israel is not just an illustrative example of how 
polarisation, over-militarisation, and fear politics 
can degenerate into authoritarianism but also of 
how ultra-nationalist/supremacist values can turn 
against those upholding them. Despite the reach of 
mass-scale indoctrination in Israel, efforts should 
be made to communicate true democracy is simply 
incompatible with Occupation and Apartheid and 
that the current authoritarian drift thwarting judicial 
independence is a direct consequence of long-held 
extremist policies to dehumanise Palestinians and 
normalise oppression.

	 The insertion of the Palestinian cause in a 
broader global struggle against racism and 
structural injustice. There is a dire need for deeper, 
more meaningful debate on what constitutes 
antisemitism and the interplays between 
modern Zionism, colonialism and structural 
racism. This is particularly important in how the 
instrumentalisation of Jewish trauma for state-
crafting purposes and the conflation of Jewish and 
Israeli identities has actually endangered Jews all 
over the world (Israelis and non-Israelis alike) by 
reigniting anti-Jewish sentiments. Both peoples are 
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intrinsically tied together by their convulse shared 
histories, but more so by how they experienced 
racism. This is something the extensive region and 
the entire Global South are familiar with, and it can 
articulate a common cause. In the long run, building 
a world that is also safe for Jews is the ultimate 
strategy to stall the Zionist war machine.

 

Despite its obvious shortcomings and its role in  
the narrative dilemma, international law matters as 
a regulatory framework. The provisional measures 
of the ICJ in regard to South Africa’s proceedings 
against Israel have sparked mixed reactions, 
including outrage, a sense of hope, and a sense 
of frustration toward the judicial process in itself. 
Favourable rulings, even if partial, are victories and 
should be communicated as such, but broad and 
sustained media discussions support the buildup 
of social consensus irrespectively. They have 
the potential to eventually sway high-level state 
support and provide much-needed traction  
to the cause, but they can also protect national  
and international court judges from political 
pressure:

	 Albeit the request for a ceasefire wasn’t granted, 
the ICJ provisional measures are nothing short of 
unprecedented and must be seen as a narrative 
toolkit. Even against Western interests, the 
tribunal has recognised the very real possibility 
that genocide is being committed against the 
Gazan population, actively refusing to dismiss the 
case. While it won’t save any lives for now, this 
ruling facilitates discussing the realities of Israel-
Palestine in ways and contexts in which it used to 
be impossible.

	 In any case, it must be properly communicated 
that this is not the end of a process but the start 
of a lengthy proceeding. Directing energy to 
complementary political and social action is crucial 
to mitigate stalling, public impotence and fatigue.

	 It must be properly communicated that there 
are a number of other proceedings in place that will 
have a relevant impact. Israel has committed an 
innumerable amount of international law violations 
over several decades. Several ICC proceedings 
against high-ranking Israeli officials and an 
upcoming ICJ dvisory Opinion to the  
on Israeli policies and practices in occupied 
Palestinian territory are currently open and 
could build jurisprudence for other national and 
international proceedings alike (including the 
investigation of genocide). They will address issues 
of vital importance, such as civil rights violations, 
military courts, self-determination, the legality 
of the occupation, the annexation of settlements 
and possibly even acknowledge the existence of a 
regime of Apartheid.

	 In fighting the delegitimisation of the Palestinian 
struggle and the voices portraying Israeli 
aggression as self-defence, the public must be 
reminded that the right to resistance is protected 
by international law. Of course, it does not cover 
the injury, killing or abduction of civilians, but illegal 
acts of resistance do not invalidate the legality of 
resistance itself.

	 Even when international law lacks 
enforcement mechanisms, it is still legally 
binding to signatories. Applying the law is not 
an end in itself; it is necessary that it adopts a 
political character. It is crucial to highlight how 
the West is casually dismantling international law 
and also to bring its responsibilities into the wider 
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conversation. Israel has been making a point by 
overhauling its own judicial independence and 
criminalising international institutions, but other 
countries count on due mechanisms (judicial, 
legislative & social) to raise the cost of international 
law violations to the point they become politically 
unsustainable for their governments. This should be 
communicated and seized as an opportunity.

	 Making signs of potential pressure against 
court judges visible in the press and among the 
general public can discourage perpetrators. Still, 
as subsequent rulings help build judicial consensus 
across the board, having more influential 
(especially if Western) governments support 
investigations by international courts and 
becoming politically involved will reduce the most 
significant and visible pressure judges experiment—
like the one recently exerted by France and Germany 
by openly rebuking the ICJ’s upholding of the 
genocide case.

	 Promoting and advocating further national 
and international legal action among bar 
associations, jurists & law scholars will also be 
crucial. They are capable of their own forms of 
political pressure, and collegial opinions can provide 
a defining legitimacy in gaining social, media and 
mid-tier political traction for a cause.
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 As this report was being finalised, a lower court 
in the Netherlands has ordered the halting of the 
delivery of fighter jet parts to Israel, noting a clear 
risk that they are being used in “serious violations 
of international humanitarian law”. The Netherlands 
is a crucial jurisdiction in which to undertake 
this effort, as it houses one of several regional 
warehouses from which US-made aircraft parts are 
distributed to countries on request, having provided 
at least one shipment to Israel since the start of the 
campaign in Gaza.

This ruling follows an appeal to a previous lower 
court decision last year that rejected the very 
argument they now uphold, and right after it was 
emitted, Dutch authorities (who last year said it was 
unclear whether they had the power to intervene in 
the deliveries) announced that they would appeal 
to the country’s Supreme Court. Still, this second 
ruling comes after the ICJ signalled to the world that 
it cannot rule out a genocide is happening.

These proceedings, undertaken by Amnesty 
International and Oxfam, exemplify the arduous 
yet crucial task ahead for a strategic, coordinated 
and scaled-up effort to seek justice, which can be 
summarised in the following strategies and legal 
avenues.

	 Financing well-equipped teams of expert legal 
practitioners both nationally and internationally, 
as well as the necessary structure to coordinate 
new & pre-existing legal initiatives across the 
board. This would ensure practitioners can provide 
complete dedication for long periods and facilitate 
relevant transfers of experience and knowledge 
among them, which could prove defining factors.
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	 Financing and assisting new & pre-existing 
research and coordination efforts to define a 
strategic litigation approach across the board, 
concentrating human and monetary resources 
in the most crucial cases and jurisdictions. Key 
considerations would include the following:

—	 Choosing jurisdictions and cases on the basis 
of the plausibility of favourable rulings and/
or their impact potential, be that politically, 
socially or media-wise. Factors would include 
considering jurisdictions with effective/
independent/fast court systems, the clear 
jurisprudence on a given well-documented 
case, and/or social and political sensitivities 
to a ruling or a politically debilitating process.

—	 Considering the citizenship factor when 
choosing national court systems, as many 
Palestinian victims, Israeli settlers, and IDF 
soldiers hold dual citizenship, and some 
organisations based in third-party countries 
can be scrutinised for facilitating crimes and 
human rights violations. This facilitates certain 
kinds of legal action at the same time it rises the 
potential of media impact. 

—	 Understanding and combatting pressure on 
court judges, particularly in international 
instances, can also be done from legal 
approaches. [See: Communicating the Legalities 
of the Cause p. 18]

	 Prosecuting crimes subject to universal 
jurisdiction in countries capable of invoking it, 
especially in those of binational victims and/or 
aggressors, be the latter individuals or supporting/
facilitating organisations and businesses. This 

includes cases of genocide, crimes against 
humanity, extrajudicial executions, war crimes, 
torture, and forced disappearances.

	 Prosecuting crimes subject to national 
jurisdictions of binational victims and aggressors, 
be the latter individuals or supporting/facilitating 
organisations and businesses. Depending on 
the jurisdiction, this could address crimes like 
murder, torture, incitement to violence, etc., with 
aggravating factors like racist & religious hatred, 
malice, extreme cruelty, etc.).

	 Prosecuting authorities in their own 
jurisdictions via national courts for failing to 
protect citizens unable to leave Gaza.

	 Prosecuting authorities in their own 
jurisdictions via national or supranational courts 
(i.g., the European Union’s ECJ, the ECtHR, etc.) 
for disregarding their commitments under 
international law and international humanitarian 
law. This includes not abiding by ICJ rulings and 
facilitating means for third parties to breach them 
(weapons transfers, diplomatic action, etc.), and 
defunding UNRWA in the midst of a humanitarian 
crisis without due evidence of wrongdoing. 
Regarding national jurisdictions, this approach can 
be most effective in countries where international 
law is constitutionally upheld.

	 Prosecuting media organisations. 
Specific cases can be brought up in national 
or supranational jurisdictions equipped 
with Ombudsmen and/or effective ethics 
media regulators (i.e. UK-Ofcom, the European 
Ombudsman, etc.) There is a clear international 
jurisprudence (from the ICTY) pointing at the 
responsibility of the media in the Srebrenica 
massacre, especially in the amplification of 
genocidal language.
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 	 Strategically creating, coordinating, and/

or allying with pre-existing reduced groups of 
lobbyists in key seats of power worldwide to 
support and monitor the cause’s political impact. 
This includes not only global superpowers but 
strategic Global South positions as well.

	 The political sphere has built-in limitations 
as to how much top-ranking politicians can 
assimilate certain positions on their own without 
a relevant degree of public pressure. In building 
political support, it is crucial to address mid-
level officials in wider numbers, as they have 
fewer obligations to the status quo and can 
significantly contribute to building pressure on 
upper ranks. Many mid-level officials, particularly 
legislative representatives, tend just to follow 
party lines when it comes to complex foreign policy 
issues. Briefing them about the realities of the 
situation and arranging group visits to Palestine has 
shown to have a significant impact on the positions 
of European parliamentarians.

	 In this sense, organising high-level meetings 
and conferences in strategic instances could be 
crucial in facilitating political action.

	 Engaging constructively with the broader 
Palestinian political landscape, including warring 
parties and representatives of grassroots 
movements. Politically legitimising other actors is 
essential to facilitate the renewal/reunification of  
a leadership the Palestinian people and its allies 
can fully rally behind, overcoming the current  
PLO-induced paralysis international initiatives tend 
to face in multilateral fora.

	 Joining the growing calls for an arms embargo 
and comprehensively advocating for sanctions 
and the legal protection of , particularly in 
Western countries. In recent years, the banning of 
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boycotts against Israeli companies has become 
a contentious political issue in jurisdictions 
traditionally vigilant of Freedom of Speech, like the 
US and the UK, due in part to their adoption of the 
IHRA framework to combat antisemitism—which 
considers as such several forms of criticism of 
Israel. Legal initiatives to specifically protect the 
freedom to boycott and de-conflating antisemitic 
hate from calls for Israeli accountability would 
restore much of the capacities of the solidarity 
movement in such jurisdictions.

	 Comprehensively funding and coordinating 
new & existing research initiatives to map the 
financial vulnerabilities of the Israeli economy 
in order to design advanced  strategies—
particularly the Military-Innovation ecosystem and 
its dependency on venture capital. Apartheid in 
Israel-Palestine is much more violent, bureaucratic, 
socioeconomically entrenched, technologically 
advanced and globally embedded than its South 
African counterpart ever was. Traditional BDS 
strategies were designed for significantly simpler 
systems and less diversified economies in a 
different geopolitical setting, and thus require an 
expanded understanding to remain effective.

	 Understanding and seizing the political 
opportunities of boycotting Israel’s presence in 
key areas like academic collaboration programs 
and especially global sports. The latter is not 
too prone to assimilate political discourse, but it 
represents one of the most relevant transnational 
and cross-cutting media platforms in the world and 
holds effective historical precedents, like that of the 
sporting boycott against Apartheid South Africa. 

	 Advocating the reopening of the UN Special 
 and the subsequent 

reopening of the . This 

would allow for the sharing of resources, including 
monetary, and for a wider unity among international 
civil society organisations.

	 Advocating the creation of a UN special 
rapporteur on the crime of partheid. This would 
provide added weight and expert support to other 
Apartheid-related investigations at the ICC or via 
universal jurisdiction. 

	 Having the UN Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial iscrimination ( ) and the Special 
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism look 
into the topic while comprehensively directing media 
attention to shield the proposal from quick dismissal.

	 Working to garner support, even if purely 
symbolic, from inter-state organisations, 
particularly those of the Global South, such as the 

. “Freezing” Israeli 
membership in that arena can be a tactical objective 
in the mid-term, but the focus must first be directed 
at membership or observer status in non-
governmental international instances: starting 
with those in which state interests are more diffuse, 
then moving up to bigger, human rights-focused 
organisations like the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe or the UNHCR.

	 Advocating for the creation of ethical economic 
indicators against political and financial actors 
funding, performing, inciting or profiting from 
violations of international law, particularly genocide.

	 Pushing for further transparency and tech 
regulation in key regulatory instances for global 
standards, like the European Parliament, the 
European Commission, or the US Congress. This 
could see the protection of the information nodes 
currently giving voice to the cause but also hamper 
the use, sales and development of key Israeli 
exports, particularly advanced spyware and  
AI-based surveillance and offensive systems.
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 In a climate of digital information crossfire, 

combatting propaganda and falsehood is as 
essential as mitigating activist exhaustion and 
information fatigue. Facilitating and coordinating 
comprehensive agendas and accessible, reliable 
arguments to develop independent assessments 
can make a difference in upholding the cause 
among the public for extended periods of time.

	 With the possibility of unified Palestinian 
leadership & narrative still a distant hope, 
movements of civil solidarity worldwide can be 
engaged by providing them with roadmaps to 
create their own comprehensive agendas. Those 
should stress the need for coordinated efforts, and 
describe BDS opportunities and possible targeted 
actions in national and international contexts. 
This initiative requires preliminary research and 
partaking in strategic alliances with new and pre-
existing organisations knowledgeable of specific 
sociopolitical landscapes.

	 Mirroring the South African struggle, the 
adoption of a strategic approach to protesting 
can help keep the cause visible. Mass mobilisation 
has a relevant impact, yet it is hard to attain, 
communicate and coordinate, especially for 
sustained periods of times, so smaller, targeted 
protests can be considered too. This includes 
protesting outside the embassies of Israel and its 
staunchest allies (particularly the ones facilitating 
military aid and weapons sales), international 
organisations and institutions to which they are 
members or observers, collaborating companies, 
etc. Directing these actions in a coordinated manner 
could support efforts to “freeze” Israeli membership 
in non-governmental instances. [See: A Roadmap 
for Political & Diplomatic Action p. 22]
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	 Organising and coordinating civil action and 
initiatives designed to protect the right to boycott, 
particularly in Western jurisdictions. This would 
entail demanding a comprehensive legal approach 
that allows combating antisemitism without 
criminalising criticism of Israel, notably in IHRA 
signatory countries. [See: A Roadmap for Political & 
Diplomatic Action p. 22]

	 An open, comprehensive, coordinated approach 
among grassroots organisations, the media 
and digital personalities in communicating the 
timings, opportunities, and limitations of the 
legal battles ahead in national and supranational 
courts, especially in regard to victories and the 
overall importance of international law. [See: 
Communicating the Legalities of the Cause p. 18]

	 Building, financing, and duly updating a 
comprehensive online resource acting as an 
indexed anti-propaganda manual is an attainable 
goal that can significantly facilitate civil action and 
ethical journalism in both the West and the Global 
South.

	 Promoting more general & targeted labour 
union action in solidarity with Palestine, especially 
now that it’s at its highest point in decades 
in key Western countries like the UK and the 
US. Movements like #NoTechForApartheid are 
referential in understanding the possibilities 
these types of actions can offer in the digital age, 
particularly in strategic Israeli tech production 
areas.

	 Advocating for the creation of a People’s 
tribunal able to review the massacre and the  
often unaccounted rise of IDF and settler violence 
and violent dispossession that preceded these 
events—drawing from the conclusions of previous 

tribunals in regards to the occupation, etc. By 
their own nature, People’s tribunals have limited 
effectiveness without enough media support or 
broader public knowledge of their workings, but 
they played a relevant role in garnering attention to 
contentious political issues in the past. Combining 
them with new strategies like the reach of social 
media could update the format to engage with 
millions of people, especially younger generations.

The de-financing of UNRWA in the midst of the 
worst humanitarian crisis the region has seen in 
decades is just the politically evident tip of a much 
bigger iceberg hampering relief efforts in Gaza, 
international media independence, and overall civil 
action in Palestine. Finding ways to effectively 
mobilise existing financial and networking 
resources among the Palestinian diaspora, the 
wider rab world, the Global South, and other 
potential allies can significantly strengthen the 
cause and facilitate global awareness. It would be 
critical in areas such as:

	 Fighting conditional funding of Palestinian 
Civil Rights organisations and supporting them 
in finding alternative sources of resources. These 
local and international groups already engage in 
independent strategic litigation and media work and 
have always faced a degree of conditionality. Under 
the current climate, most have lost over 50% of 
their international donors in refusing to water down 
their advocacy, and many are struggling to sustain 
their operations.
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	 Strategically financing, coordinating, and/
or allying with new & pre-existing teams of 
practitioners undertaking strategic litigation, and 
with groups practising pro-Palesitian lobbying in 
key seats of power worldwide [See: A Roadmap for 
Legal Action p. 20, and A Roadmap for Political & 
Diplomatic Action p. 22]

	 Financing and promoting the financing of 
independent media platforms or campaigns 
with robust and multi-lingual social network 
strategies, able to target younger generations and 
combat disinformation and propaganda in the new 
information battlegrounds.

	 Financing and promoting the financing of 
targeted social media amplification systems and 
strategies similar to those implemented by the 
Israeli propaganda apparatus.

	 Promoting and financing alternative tech, 
cloud &  training platforms, and social media 
with decentralised funding and funds distribution 
supported by blockchain and trust-based systems. 
With the rise of AI-managed shadowbanning, this 
would counter the increasingly refined forms of 
digital censorship the cause faces.
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CONCLUSIONS As we write these final words, Western powers 
scramble to find a convincing, coordinated way 
to cosmetically distance themselves from Israel’s 
latest offensive phase. Knowing full well the 
deteriorating optics, none have put any real work 
into changing the incentive structure. No sanctions, 
no clear words, no arms embargoes. Except for 
Canada or a timid European Union (independently, 
not in the name of its member states), most of 
those who withdrew state funding to the UNRWA 
amid the unfolding of its greatest task have not 
reconsidered their position. Trying to dispel the 
weight of a constantly mounting (yet barely 
reported) string of war crimes against civilians 
made widely available to the public in social media, 
global news outlets slowly follow suit. In the north 
of the Strip famine runs amok, and as Rafah, the 
last Gazan city (barely) standing, is besieged while 
hosting 1.5 million displaced, increasing reports 
arrive of a “refugee safe zone” being improvised 
along the Egyptian border. A grim notion is settling 
in the eyes of many: the already long-unfolding 
humanitarian crisis Israel has created in the Strip 
by relentlessly destroying civilian infrastructure 
may soon serve as the justification for a plausibly 
deniable ethnic cleansing of the land.

In the meantime, as thousands of children starve 
at the fastest rate the world has ever seen, 
Israel rushes to blame the UN for the lack of aid 
on the ground. The same aid it keeps blocked 
at Gaza’s land crossings. The US, for their part, 
now pretends to be taking this crisis seriously by 
twisting its own policy without changing anything 
at all. Not only do they continue to refuse to 
pressure Israel, but between grandiose headlines 
and insignificant aid airdrops, their initiative to 
build a “humanitarian pier” in Gaza is starting 
to take shape. A port that will take months to 
build, that will be under Israel’s total control and 
play into the narrative with which it deflects all 
responsibilities; an investment that makes no 
sense to stop a famine, yet fits suspiciously well in 
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the plans of those aiming for the untapped natural 
gas deposits under the Strip’s waters.

The proposals in this report have described what 
the participants of the OCTAGON_2023 believe to be 
the most significant actions and notions to consider 
in the search for an enduring peace between the 
river and the sea—knowing full well the margin for 
deterioration the conflict still faced and yet shocked 
by its sheer scale. These proposals call to harness 
the formidable sense of urgency now unfolding, 
yet compel us to drive our focus even beyond this 
massacre, to a horizon of true resolution and the 
many hurdles still on the way.

The Palestinian cause, just as any other any 
other liberation struggle, is unique in its factors 
and conditions. Still, like the others, it can and 
must be inspired by its forerunners in devising 
its own path for justice. In that sense, the anti-
Apartheid movement must be looked upon as a 
crucial mirror for both reflection and adaptation, 
one with which to see oneself in a world that has 
inevitably changed. An honest, collective notion 
of the challenges ahead should guide the cause 
further to combat fatigue and impotence among 
allies, but especially to foster resilience amongst 
the Palestinian society in rebuilding a legitimate and 
unified cause and a leadership capable of bringing 
their people together. Solidarity movements will 
be crucial long before that moment arrives, even if 
treading a multifaceted path marked by apparent 
contradictions: the more diverse, coordinated and 
strategic their efforts, the bigger and more effective 
the pressures over actors to release the chokehold 
of change.

	 In the legal field, collective efforts to coordinate 
and fund strategic proceedings are crucial. 
National court systems can have a defining impact 
in looking into matters of universal jurisdiction, 
dual-citizenship victims/aggressors/facilitators, 
media-amplification of genocidal language 

and government compliance with international 
responsibilities. Pushing for state and media 
endorsement of the ICJ investigation could help 
protect the integrity of judges and of other crucial, 
parallel proceedings there and in the ICC.

	 In the sphere of politics and diplomacy, 
coordinated pressure to join calls for sanctions 
and arms embargoes should also be built upon 
strategically. Facilitating the awareness of 
legislators and mid-ranking executive officials, as 
well as within non-governmental and regional  
inter-state organisations, is crucial for this 
endeavour. Complementary efforts like 
campaigning for the reopening of the UN Centre 
Against Apartheid or involving new & pre-existing 
UN committees and special rapporteurs should be 
framed in the necessity to engage with the broader 
Palestinian social and political landscape to foster 
leadership renewal/reunification. Pushes to legally 
protect BDS in sensitive jurisdictions and to fairly 
regulate strategic Israeli assets, like spyware 
and AI-based weapons systems, will also require 
complementary efforts. This is especially so in 
supporting comprehensive research of the financial 
ties of the Apartheid regime and the military-
innovation ecosystem, allowing for more effective 
targeted initiatives.

	 Given their nature, contemporary civil action 
and global grassroots movements will continue  
to work with a significant degree of organic  
de-centralisation, but several actions could help 
enhance their impact and build up international 
solidarity. Among them: inspiring more labour union 
action, facilitating the creation of comprehensive 
roadmaps and BDS opportunities, and stressing the 
need for coordinated efforts. Open and coordinated 
approaches in outlets and in digital media can fight 
impotence and information fatigue by upholding the 
value of small victories, describing the intricacies 
of complex processes and redirecting attention to 
newer fronts of the cause.
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	 Finding ways to effectively mobilise existing 
financial and networking resources among the 
Palestinian diaspora, the wider Arab world, the 
Global South, and other potential allies is more 
urgent than ever before. This will not only help 
in bypassing the conditional funding policies 
international donors are using to choke Palestinian 
civil society in such trying times, but to support 
initiatives like all the stated above, and many 
more beyond: truly independent media platforms, 
targeted social media amplification systems, or 
even alternative tech platforms supported by  
trust-based models, among others.

It must also be noted that the constraints of the 
Two-State solution framework and a rushed call for 
a new, asymmetric peace process can be counted 
among the main obstacles to lasting peace. As 
contradictory as this may sound, they would serve 
only to facilitate a return to stagnation and to hinder 
the advent of a unified Palestinian leadership, 
allowing for short-term focused Western powers to 
sidestep its consequences as fast as possible.

Among countless great ideas, it is worth 
highlighting one: the solidarity of organisations 
and prominent individuals in the Jewish world has 
been and will continue to be paramount for this 
cause. This is true not only in defusing spurious 
accusations of antisemitism but as a gateway of 
understanding into a thoroughly radicalised and 
indoctrinated Israeli society whose role is still 
indispensable for peace. 

Democracy in Israel-Palestine and the rule of 
law and justice in the world will not be attainable 
while cynical global powers safeguard occupation 
and Apartheid; hypocritically instigating racism, 
migratory fear and inter-ethnic hatred to further 
their own self-interest. This is why protecting global 
movements calling for an end to all racism and 
to the collective tackling of global threats like the 
climate crisis remains decisive. The twilight of US 
hegemony brings about urgent opportunities for 
a more balanced multipolar world, but with it also 
come risks of a global escalation of unbearable 
consequences. Against that backdrop, de-fusing 
the weaponisation of this tokenistic issue and 
proving peace possible once and for all should be 
the utmost strategic priority for the international 
community and all of humanity.
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