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The Oslo Accords signed in 1993 were supposed to end in a final settlement of the Palestine-
Israel conflict after an interim period of five years. That objective never materialised with the seven 
‘permanent status’ issues yet to be negotiated. The Declaration of Principles (DOP) lists them in the 
following order: (1) Jerusalem, (2) refugees, (3) settlements, (4) security arrangements, (5) borders, (6) 
relations and cooperation with other neighbours, and (7) other issues of common interest. 

From the onset, it was clear that the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and the State of Israel 
had two contradictory visions of the process. While the former envisaged an end to Israel’s settler 
colonialism, the latter saw it as an opportunity to create a system of indirect rule over the territories 
occupied in 1967. 

Whereas there were 260,000 Israeli settlers in the West Bank and East Jerusalem in 1993; today they 
number more than 600,000. The obvious question, therefore, is that if Israel was really committed 
to peace, why did it invest so heavily in the construction and maintenance of new settlements in the 
occupied territories.
In normal circumstances, where the rule of law is upheld and mediation was conducted in good 
faith, this situation could not have persisted. The Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 clearly prohibits 
countries from moving their population into territories occupied in war (Article 49).  

Hence, it was inevitable that the disregard of international law in the Oslo process would lead to a 
dead end.

With its total control over all of historic Palestine and rejection of a Palestinian state in the territories 
occupied in 1967, Israel has created an apartheid reality in which two peoples occupy the same 
land but with one people, Israelis, totally dominating the other, Palestinians. The latter are completely 
surrounded by walls and checkpoints, trapped within fragmented enclaves.

Indeed, to the same degree that the Palestinians did not achieve their independence and statehood, 
so too the Israelis have failed to realise their exclusive and democratic Jewish state, with a Jewish 
majority.

Oslo at 25: 
An illusive peace
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This conference was developed and organized jointly by the Middle East Monitor, the Common Action 
Forum, the Center for Arab Studies of the Faculty of Philosophy, Letters and Human Sciences, and 
the Institute of International Relations of the University of São Paulo.

Universidade 
de São Paulo

Participants in the organising committee: Amanda De Sordi, Juliana Siegmann, Marina Bozzetto, 
Daniel Medina, Pâmela Carvalho, Gabriel Mathias Soares, Ellen Tavares, Marjorie Borba Bernardo, 
Giovanna Carlos, Rodney da Silva Amador, Alexandre Martins.
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14.00 Opening Session
Panelists: Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, Honourable Peter David, Janina Onuki,  
Paulo Martins, Safa Jubran

15.00 Panel 1 - Oslo’s Political and Geo-Strategic Context
Chair: Feliciano Guimarães, Professor at Institute of International Relations, USP
Panelists: Ben White, Kamal Cumsille, Susana Mangana, Yuri Haasz,  
Virginia Tilley (vídeo)

17.00 Coffee Break

18.00 Panel 2 - Living with the Occupation 
Chair: Rafael Heiber, Executive Director of Common Action Forum
Panelists: Marcelo Buzetto, Mohammad Habib, Ramzy Baroud, Soraya Misleh

20.00 Conclusion

Schedule
Monday
22 October 2018
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+ Art Exhibition: Pop Art Exodus, 

organised by the P21 Gallery - London

14.00 Book Launch: 
Brazil and the Middle East: The Power of Civil Society
Alvaro Vasconcelos, Arlene Clemesha and Feliciano Guimarães

14.30 Testimony of Palestinian refugees living in Brazil

15.00 Panel 3 - Oslo and the Negation of International Law 
Chair: Renata Ávila, Executive Director of Ciudadano Inteligente 
Panelists: Daud Abdullah, Karen K. Abuzayd, Salem Nasser, Yoslán Silverio

17.00 Coffee Break

18.00 Panel 4 - The Future of Oslo: Peace or Apartheid in Palestine 
Chair: Arlene Clemesha, Professor of Arabic History at FFLCH-USP
Panelists: Álvaro Vasconcelos, Azzam Tamimi, Afif Safieh, Miko Peled

20.00 Conclusion

Tuesday
23 October 2018

Schedule
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Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro  
Pinheiro has a PhD in Political Science awarded by the University of Paris, and is also a 
Full Professor of Political Science and associated researcher of the Violence Studies 
Center at the University of São Paulo. Within the United Nations System, he served 
as the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar (2000-
2008). Since 2011, he has served as Chairman of the Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry for Syria. He also served as United Nations Special 
Rapporteur for Burundi from 1995 to 1999 and was a member of the Sub-Commission 
on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

Honourable Peter David
Honourable Peter David is a Grenadian politician and Attorney at Law. He is currently 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Labour, and previously served as Minister of 
Tourism Civil Aviation and Culture. He is currently the Assistant General Secretary of 
his party, the New National Party (NNP). 

Janina Onuki 
Lead Professor and Dean of the Institute of International Relations of the University 
of São Paulo. Currently, Onuki is coordinator of the International Relations Group 
of ALACIP (Latin American Association of Political Science). She was a visiting 
professor at the School of Public and International Affairs at North Carolina State 
University (2013), and editor-in-chief of the Brazilian Political  
Science Review (2012-2016).

Starts: 14.00, 22 October

Opening  
Session 
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Paulo Martins  
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Languages and Literature, and Human 
Sciences (FFLCH) of the University of São Paulo, and Lead Professor at the 
Department of Classical and Vernacular Languages and Literatures, also at FFLCH. 
Martins was president of the Brazilian Society of Classical Studies, a Visiting Fellow 
at the Classics Department of Yale University during 2013 and 2014, and a Visiting 
Professor at King’s College London. He is also a member of the Institute of Classical 
Studies of London, and the School of Advanced Studies of the University of London. 

Safa Jubran
Associate professor of Arabic at the University of São Paulo, where she is also Head 
of the Department of Oriental Languages. Safa is the coordinator of the research 
group TARJAMA - School of translators of modern Arabic literature. Author of 
Árabe e português: Fonologia Contrastiva (Edusp/FAPESP), and of many academic 
papers, essays, manuscript studies, translator of testimonies and poetry published 
in academic magazines and journals. Safa has translated many books directly from 
Arabic to Portuguese. 
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Feliciano Guimarães 
Panel Chair

Feliciano  is an Associate Professor at the Institute of International Relations of the 
University of São Paulo where he teaches Brazilian Foreign Policy, Qualitative 
Methodology, and International Relations Theory. His research is focused on the 
identity of the Brazilian foreign policy, public opinion and the Brazilian foreign 
policy, and the Brazilian behavior as a middle power. He spent two years (2008-
2009) as a visiting researcher at the Political Science Department at  
Yale University. 

Panel Summary
The defeat of Iraq in the 1991 Gulf War and collapse of the Soviet Union that year left the PLO 
substantially weakened and isolated. Because of its alignment with Iraq during the conflict, the PLO 
was left bankrupt after its Gulf donors withdrew their financial support. The US moved quickly to 
assert its regional dominance as part of the “new world order” envisaged by President George H. W. 
Bush. With the groundwork laid at the 1991 Madrid conference, Israel convinced the PLO to enter 
into a series of direct secret negotiations which led to the 1993 Oslo Accords.

This panel will look at:

•	 Signals of compromise from Algiers in 1988: The PLO recognises  
UN Resolutions 181 and 242 

•	 Resetting the region’s balance of power after 1991
•	 From Madrid to Oslo: The secret contacts

Programme Booklet - English.indd   8 19/10/2018   15:43:59



922-23 October 2018 | University of São Paulo 

Ben White 
Separation or nation building: the Oslo peace process and  
Israeli strategic considerations 

Ben White is a journalist, analyst, and author. Over the last decade, Ben has had 
some 400 articles published by a variety of media outlets, including Al Jazeera, The 
Guardian’s Comment is free, The Independent, Middle East Monitor, Middle East 
Eye, Newsweek Middle East, The National and others, and has appeared as an 
expert on Al Jazeera and TRT World. He is the author of four books, the most recent 
of which is Cracks in the Wall: Beyond Apartheid in Palestine/Israel.

Kamal Cumsille  
Oslo as discourse: Resetting the balance of power in the region after 1991

Kamal Cumsille is a professor at the Arab Studies Center and Director of 
International Relations of the Philosophy and Humanities Faculty of the University 
of Chile. His field of research includes: classic arab philosophy, contemporary and 
political philosophy, contemporary arab politics and the critique of Orientalism. 
Cumsille is a member of the Latin American Council of Social Sciences. 

Susana Mangana
Secret contacts from Madrid to Oslo and the signals of compromise in 1988

Mangana is a professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the Humanities Department 
of the Catholic University of Uruguay. She is also responsible for the International 
Policy Program of the Faculty of Business Sciences. Mangana is a columnist at 
Radio Sarandi. 

Yuri Haasz
Monolithic identities in dispute or a dialogue in the making?

Born and raised in Israel, Yuri has lived in Brazil for over 3 decades. He holds an MA 
in Social Sciences, focused on Systemic Social Innovation (University of Chicago), 
and an MA  in International Relations, focused on Peace Studies and Conflict 
Resolution (ICU, Tokyo, Japan). Yuri founded FFIPP Brazil (Educational Network for 
Human Rights in Palestine / Israel).

Virginia Tilley (vídeo)
How apartheid was formalised by the Oslo Accords

Tilley specialises in the politics of ethnic and racial conflict and has research 
experience in Israel-Palestine, Central America, South Africa and Oceania. At 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, she teaches courses on international and 
comparative politics. She was a co-author of the UN report titled Israeli Practices 
Toward the Palestinian People and the Question of Apartheid (2017).

Panel 1 | Start: 15.00, 22 October

Oslo’s Political and  
Geo-Strategic Context
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Rafael Heiber
Panel Chair

Rafael Heiber is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Common Action Forum. 
He participates as a founding member in several international collaborations, 
including the Academic Alliance for Reconciliation Studies in the Middle East 
and Northern Africa (AARMENA) at Friedrich Schiller University. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Sociology and a diploma in Advanced Studies in Communications, 
Knowledge and Culture from the Politics and Sociology Faculty of Complutense 
University, Madrid. 

Panel Summary
While the PLO envisaged the Oslo Accords as a vehicle to self-determination in the territories 
occupied in 1967, the Israelis viewed them as a means to transform their direct military rule into a 
system of indirect rule. This required the transformation of the PLO from a liberation movement to 
Israel’s security sub-contractor in the occupied territories. Its primary function was to quash any form 
of resistance to the occupation. The asymmetry in the relationship between the two sides allowed the 
stronger, Israel, to dictate the direction and speed of the process according to its wishes.

This panel will look at: 

•	 Autonomy for the people but not the land
•	 US-Israeli ‘compliance requirements’: Its scope ranging from security coordination to the 

prevention of Palestinian ‘incitement in schools’  
•	 Oslo’s permanent interim period and non-recognition of the Palestinian right to self-

determination
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Marcelo Buzetto 
How peasants and rural workers were affected by the Oslo Accords

Professor at the International Relations course of the University Fundação Santo 
André, and coordinator of its Strategic Studies and International Politics Group.  
Buzetto is the author of the book A questão Palestina: guerra, política e relações 
internacionais (2015). He currently develops a postdoctoral research in Social 
Sciences, in the field of International Politics at UNESP university. 

Mohammad Habib
Postponing the solution and managing the population in the framework of Oslo

Bachelor and MA in Agronomic Engineering from the University of Alexandria in 
Egypt. PhD in Biological Science from the University of Campinas (UNICAMP). Full 
Professor at the same university since 1986. From may 2005 until january 2012, 
Habib was the Pro-rector of Extension and Communitary Issues at UNICAMP. 
Since his retirement at the beginning of 2012, Mohamed Habib has acted as Guest 
Collaborating Professor.

Ramzy Baroud
The Theatrics of State Building After Oslo and life under a dual legal system

Dr Ramzy Baroud is a US-Arab journalist, media consultant, an author, 
internationally-syndicated columnist, Editor of Palestine Chronicle (1999-present), 
former Managing Editor of London-based Middle East Eye (2014-15), former 
Editor-in-Chief of The Brunei Times, former Deputy Managing Editor of Al Jazeera 
online. He taught mass communication at Australia’s Curtin University of Technology, 
Malaysia Campus.. Baroud has a Doctorate of Philosophy in Palestine Studies from 
the European Centre for Palestinian Studies at the University of Exeter (2015).

Soraya Misleh
Palestinian refugees and their involvement in the quest for solutions, between 
PLO politics in the 1990s and social movements in Latin America

Brazilian-palestinian journalist, Soraya holds an MA in Arabic Studies (University of 
São Paulo). She a Board member at the Institute for Arab Culture, and member of 
Ciranda, an open international network of Shared Communication. Misleh is also 
Coordinator of the Front in Defense of the Palestinian People and author of the book 
Al Nakba, a study about the palestinian catastrophe.

Panel 2 | Starts: 18.00, 22 October

Living with the  
Occupation
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Renata Ávila
Panel Chair

International human rights lawyer and digital rights advocate. In her early practice, 
she represented indigenous victims of genocide and other human rights abuses, 
including the prominent indigenous leader and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Rigoberta Menchu Tum. She regularly advises pro bono cases to advance 
universal jurisdiction, the right to know and the right to privacy. Avila sits on 
the International Board of Creative Commons., she is a Steering Committee 
Member of the Information Society Advisory Council (CSISAC) for the OECD. 

Panel Summary
Although the process was based on the formula of ‘land for peace’, it was clear Israel was not 
prepared to withdraw from the territories occupied in 1967. Because none of the documents referred 
to Israel as the occupying power, or the applicability of international humanitarian law to the territories, 
Oslo’s approach to the permanent status issues were based on Israeli imperatives.

Thus, Israel, the stronger party, offered:

•	 The village of Abu Dis instead of Jerusalem 
•	 Partitioning the occupied territories, land swap and the annexation of major settlements 
•	 Marginalising the refugee issue without reference to UN Resolution 194 or  

the Right of Return in international law 
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Daud Abdullah 
The Great March of Return: keeping the dream alive

Abdullah is the Director of the Middle East Monitor (MEMO) and the ex-Secretary 
General of the Muslim Council of Britain. He obtained his first degree from 
the University of Guyana, South America in 1981. In 1982 he was awarded a 
scholarship to study Arabic at King Saud University, Saudi Arabia. He later joined 
the University of Khartoum, Sudan, to pursue graduate studies. He was awarded his 
doctorate in 1989. and taught Islamic Studies briefly at Manarat International Islamic 
School in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, before moving to the UK in 1995, where he taught at 
Brikbeck College, University of London.

Karen K. Abuzayd  
Marginalising the refugee issue without reference to UN Resolution 194 or the 
right of return in international law   

Since September 201, Abuzayd has been serving as a pro bono Commissioner on 
the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 
mandated by the 47 member UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. After teaching 
Political Science (Middle East Politics) at Makerere University, Uganda and at the 
University of Juba, southern Sudan, she joined the office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner  for Refugees in 1981. In 2000, she moved to Gaza first as deputy, then 
Commissioner General of UNRWA. 

Salem Nasser 
Narrative and power: a mobile legitimacy

Professor of International Law at FGV, in São Paulo. PhD in International Law 
from the University of São Paulo and Masters degree in International Law by the 
University of Paris II, Pantheon-Assas. Researches and writes on issues regarding 
the Middle East, the Arabic and Islamic regions. Nasser was President of the 
Institute for Arab Culture.

Yoslán Silverio 
Donald Trump’s Deal of the Century and the Latin American response

Yoslan Silverio is professor at the University of Havana, teaching the undergraduate 
course “Conflicts in Africa” and the postgraduate course “Africa and international 
relations”. He was a researcher at the Center for Studies on Africa and the Middle 
East (CEAMO), 2009-2010. He holds a Bachelor Degree in History from the 
University of Havana (UH), and a Master’s Degree in Contemporary History.

Panel 3 | Starts: 15.00, 23 October

Oslo and the   
Negation of International Law
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Arlene Clemesha
Panel Chair

Arlene Clemesha is Professor of Contemporary Arab History at the University of São 
Paulo. She collaborates regularly as a news commentator for the State of São 
Paulo television broadcaster, TV Cultura. Her research focuses on both Arab 
contemporary history and the Jewish question, and her books include Marxism 
and Judaism, history of a difficult relation (São Paulo: Boitempo);   
Palestine 48-08 (Tehran: DEFC); Edward Said: intellectual work and social 
critique (Org. São Paulo: Casa Amarela). Arlene was the Brazilian civil society 
representative to the United Nations International Coordinating Network for 
Palestine (UN-ICNP) from 2005 to 2015. 

Panel Summary
Instead of steering the parties toward peace, the Oslo accords entrenched the occupation with all its 
attendant features of apartheid rule. It has maintained a dual legal system for the two peoples in the 
territories occupied in 1967 notably, military law for Palestinian civilians and Israeli civil law for Jewish 
settlers. 

Moreover, by facilitating the fragmentation of the territories into geographic zones, Oslo enabled 
Israel to restrict Palestinian freedom of movement in a manner that limited their access to land, health 
care, education and ability to trade; thereby crippling their economic growth and development. 
Consequently, the Israelis have been able to maintain throughout the Oslo years a system of 
dominance by one people over another.

This panel will look at: 

•	 Life for Palestinians under Oslo’s dual legal system
•	 The Paris agreement and de-development of the Palestinian economy
•	 The antithesis of peace and justice: Maintaining the dominance of one people over the other
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Álvaro Vasconcelos 
The role of international community in solving the Israeli-Palestinian question

Alvaro Vasconcelos is a researcher at Coimbra University’s CEIS20 (Center of 
Interdisciplinary Studies of the 20th Century), and Associate Senior Researcher 
at Arab Reform Initiative. Vasconcelos was a guest investigator at the Institute of 
International Relations of the University of São Paulo. He also was the Director 
of the European Union’s Security Institute (EUISS) and of Lisboa’s Strategic and 
International Studies (IEEI), since its foundation in 1980, until 2007. 

Azzam Tamimi  
The Gaza Strip as a participant in obtaining peace for the Middle East: 
propositions from within

A British Palestinian, Tamimi worked as a senior lecturer at the Markfield Institute of 
Higher Education in Leicestershire between 2000-2004. He was a visiting professor 
at Kyoto and Nagoya universities in Japan between 2004-2006. In July 2006 he 
co-founded the London-based Al-Hiwar TV channel. His books include: Hamas: 
Unwritten Chapters (Hurst, 2007) and Rashid Ghannouchi: a Democrat within 
Islamism (OUP, 2001). 

Afif Safieh 
Israel/Palestine: History undecided

Safieh is a Palestinian diplomat. He was most recently the Palestinian ambassador 
to the Russian Federation between 2008-2009. From 1976 to 1978 he served as 
deputy director of the Palestine Liberation Organization Observer Mission to the 
United Nations Office at Geneva. From 1987 until 1990, Safieh served as PLO 
representative to the Netherlands, until he became Palestinian General Delegate to 
the United Kingdom.

Miko Peled 
Visions and initiatives from within Israeli society in favour of peace and  
justice for the region

Miko Peled is a writer and human rights activist born and raised in Jerusalem.  He is 
considered by many to be one of the clearest voices calling for justice in Palestine, 
support of the Palestinian call for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions. Driven by a 
personal family tragedy to explore Palestine, its people and their narrative he has 
written a book about his journey called The General’s Son, Journey of an Israeli 
in Palestine.  The book covers the work in which Peled’s family has been involved 
since his grandparents immigrated to Palestine in the early 20th century, as part of the 
Zionist project, describing their work and their life in detail. 

Panel 4 | Starts: 18.00, 23 October

The Future of Oslo: 
Peace or Apartheid in Palestine
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Notes
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Notes
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