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intro
duction

In light of events and processes throughout the world
that endanger social cohesion and global progress, the
Common Action Forum (CAF), alongside partner the Perseu
Abramo Foundation, with organizational collaboration
from Casa de América, worked together to create a twopart international seminar series addressing threats to
democracy and the rise of populism and isolationism.
This report details the illuminating debates and conclusions that
arose out of the Madrid Seminar, the second event in the series, entitled, “A Progressive Call to Sustain Democracy and the
Multipolar Order,” that took place on 17 September 2017. This
discussion was preceded by the first part of the series, an event
organized by Perseu Abramo Foundation in São Paulo, Brazil,
on 14 September 2018. The international initiative led by Celso
Amorim, former Minister of Foreign Relations and Defense of
Brazil and CAF Board Member, was launched as a means by
which to confront various challenges to democracy. It particularly analysed a series of dangerous processes and phenomena
that threaten multilateral cooperation and continuously augment populist movements and isolationist governments.
The first event in the series in São Paulo, “Challenges to Democracy in a Multipolar Order,” was composed of two panels:
“Democracy and a Multilateral Crisis in a Contemporary World”
and “Progressivism or Neoliberalism in the Developing World.”
Participants included: Massimo D’Alema, Former Prime Minister of Italy; Miriam Belchior, former Minister of Planning, Budget
and Management under Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff government;
Luiz Carlos Bresser Pereira, Emeritus Professor of the Getúlio
Vargas Foundation; Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, former Governor of
Mexico DF; Marilena Chaui, Philosopher and Professor Emeri-
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tus of the Faculty of Philosophy, Literature and Humanities of
the University of São Paulo; Noam Chomsky, Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at the Massachusetts institute of Technology
and Professor Laureate of Linguistics at the University of Arizona, USA; Gleisi Hoffmann, Senator and President of the Brazil
Worker’s Party; Carlos Ominami, former Senator of Chile and
Director of the Chile 21 Foundation; Márcio Pochmann, President of the Perseu Abramo Foundation; José Luis Rodríguez
Zapatero, former Prime Minister of Spain; Pierre Sané, former
Secretary General of Amnesty International and President of the
Imagine Africa Institute; Jorge Taiana, member of the Mercosur
Parliament and former Argentinian Minister of Foreign Relations;
and Dominique de Villepin, Former Prime Minister of France.
The Madrid event was composed of an invitation-only Welcome
Lunch for invited speakers and guests, where Celso Amorim
presided and began the conversation with details of the preceding Brazil Seminar in this international series. The discussion then continued to relate the Brazilian crisis with various
democratic crises in Latin America, Europe and the world.
This lunch was followed by further private discussion of conference themes during a Round Table Session at Palacio Linares of Casa de América, led by Wadah Khanfar, Chairman and
Co-founder of the Common Action Forum. Participants in both
private meetings in addition to Celso Amorim and Wadah Khanfar included: Renata Avila, Director of Ciudadanía Inteligente
Foundation; Pedro Brieger, Director of NODAL; William Bourdon, human rights lawyer and Founding Partner of Bourdon &
Associés; Juan Luis Cebrián, Founder and Honorary Chairman,
El País; Gaspard Estrada, Executive Director of OPALC, Sciences Po; Felipe González, former Prime Minister of Spain; Baltasar
Garzón, Jurist and President of FIBGAR; Rebeca Grynspan,
Secretary General of SEGIB; Rafael Heiber, Executive Director and Co-Founder of the Common Action Forum; Alexander
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Main, Director of International Policy, CEPR, Washington, DC;
Santiago Miralles, Director General of Casa de América; and
Pierre Sané, former Secretary General of Amnesty International
and President of the Imagine Africa Institute.
The Seminar was then made open to the public in the amphitheatre of Casa de América, which consisted of an introductory
session with Santiago Miralles and Rafael Heiber, and two panel
sessions (described in further detail in this report) with the audience at full capacity. Conducted in Davos format, the two panel
sessions featured four participants each (three speakers and a
moderator), who were seated in the front of the amphitheatre.
Each speaker was given ten minutes each to speak individually,
before the participants engaged in thirty minutes of exchange.
The moderator, meanwhile, played an active role throughout the
discussions.
The various seminar formats were designed to facilitate rich participation, dialogue and exchange that encouraged attendees
to not only brainstorm solutions, but also to provide output that
would heighten public awareness and bring the conversation to
a wider audience. This output included discussion in the media,
as well as the publication of a joint statement containing seminar
reflections and conclusions entitled, “A Warning Regarding the
Blow to Brazilian Democracy and its Global Consequences.” It
featured ten participant signatories, including Noam Chomsky,
Celso Amorim, and Baltasar Garzón, and made headlines in the
international press. It will be featured later in this report.
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collaborators
Common Action Forum
The Common Action Forum (CAF) is a transnational,
non-profit organization based in Madrid, Spain, that
collaborates in convening a global progressive network
of prominent and emerging experts from a range of
backgrounds, including academia, politics, media, civil
society and culture. This network is uniquely situated
to benefit from international experience and to design
global strategies through mediation, research, advisory
and projects, all of which seek justice and innovative
frameworks for active solutions.
Casa de América
Casa de América, housed in Linares Palace, is a public
consortium pursuing strengthened ties between Spain
and the Americas, specifically Latin America. This effort
takes place via various formats, including seminars,
conferences, round tables, exhibitions, film screenings,
concerts, colloquia, book presentations, interviews
or radio and television. They engage with the public,
members of governments from both sides of the Atlantic,
media, diplomats, companies, representatives of the
cultural and academic world and institutions in a
participatory effort, as they did in collaboration with
CAF in the Seminar at Linares Palace.
Jana Traboulsi

common action forum

Jana Traboulsi, a Lebanese visual artist and designer,
collaborated with CAF throughout the event, utilizing
image-making as social and political commentary.
Her drawings are featured throughout this report. Ms.
Trabouls lectures at the American University of Beirut,
serves as art director for the pan-Arab quarterly Bidayat
and is a member of political movement Beirut Madinati.
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welcome
lunch and
conversation
CAF Executive Director Rafael Heiber welcomed lunch participants
before inviting Celso Amorim to describe the preceding event in São
Paulo, in order to initiate an expanded dialogue regarding the international series’ central themes. Mr. Amorim then went on to describe how
he helped found the Committee for International Solidary in defense of
Lula and Brazilian Democracy. He explained how the Committee had a
diverse international makeup of supporters, precisely because former
Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s incarceration and judicial prevention from running in the upcoming Brazilian elections had
global repercussions. CAF President Wadah Khanfar pointed out that
Lula had been a supporter during the Arab Spring, and during that
time Brazil had been an exemplar of democratic stability and economic
prosperity for the Arab world. He agreed it was important to act on the
current situation in Brazil when addressing international transformation
and change.
The lunch discussions focused on how at the international or transnational level of diplomacy, it is difficult to advance progressive ideals and form progressive coalitions, given the entrenched interests of
individual countries or international interest groups. Instead of construing it as purportedly “leftist” to a progressive outlook that hopes
to create international cooperation, it should simply be considered an
international solidarity that is necessary for future progress in today’s
globalized world. Extreme populist movements cause fragmentation
that such coalitions and cooperation could work against. The first São
Paulo Seminar in the international series was meant to begin gathering
such a progressive, international alliance. For that reason, it included
participants from various disciplines and all over the world, in order to
discuss how to go about such an initiative. It was especially directed
at the crisis in Brazil and Latin America, but the Welcome Lunch of the
Madrid Seminar began the process of an amplified effort to address
similar crises worldwide, thus expanding the discussion.
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various
insights

How securitization
rhetoric is manipulated
to distract from a focus
on development
Securitization is seen as a state
power that allows the nation or
body to manage other areas of
governance, for example the
economy or migration, by classifying them as a security issue and
exercising more political power
over that issue. Issues can be
securitized at the global level as
well, when threats are identified by
supranational bodies and they assume greater political authority to
address those “threats” than they
otherwise had. Undoubtedly, there
is room for great manipulation of
securitization for interests that do
not necessarily align with the prin-
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ciples of liberal democracy. There
should be a political framework
within which to discuss securitization, and it should not solely be
relegated to executive authorities.
It can cause the polarization of a
region, rather than leading to a
more constructive conversation
about how to build society. Latin
America has provided an illustrative example with in how police
operations have reached the point
of military level sophistication.
A system of violence is not inherent to any particular country, but
is provoked by a discourse that
remains focused on security rather than development. Things like
unemployment, and increase in
debt, are being linked to security
issues. This linking remains problematic because it does not allow

The fact that the international media covered
the Lula case the way it did, reflects seemingly
larger interests than just those in Brazil, and
manifests how greater international interests
seek to marginalize what they perceive as
threats to their power. Wadah Khanfar
One of the greatest frauds is who has the power
to participate in elections, and why it is only
these few who can. Celso Amorim
When the system is blocked, and you lose
a parliamentary majority, the way to deal
with it is not manipulating the mechanism of
impeachment. Felipe Gonzalez

for a more nuanced discussion
of the many factors implicated in
these problems, nor does it address root causes. Another example of where securitization is
prioritized over development includes in how financial interests
emphasize securitization in order
to further the worldwide arms
business. Dealers constantly look
for new markets, and it was mentioned that when the Syrian conflict hopefully subsides, they will
most likely turn to Africa. Rather
than allowing a fearmongering
rhetoric of securitization to overpower true discussion of topics
like migration and socioeconomic
disparity, there should be a reorientation to a focus on development that truly aims to benefit the
citizenry.

The pitfalls of current
development policy
and the need for reform
This is not to say that current
development policy is perfect or
without ample room for improvement. For some time now, international organizations have made
the Global South a priority on the
international development agenda. However, there is a marked
emphasis on economic development, and a neglect of the importance of social and political
rights of the people these policies
purportedly aid. Global interests
are clearly aligned with financial
interests that do not signify long
term improvement for the target
regions of development and their
peoples.
In Africa, for example, there are
rotations of power between the
same elite groups that control
the political parties. These elites
usually demonstrate a pattern
of implementing the same economic agenda and polices and
do not consider alternative economic models of development.
Meanwhile, alongside this concentration of wealth and power,
65% of the African population is
under of the age of 25, and face
very few employment prospects.
Natural resources and finished
products that are procured from
these countries are exported,
and little of value is imported in
return. The jobs that allow for
this transformation of natural resources into finished goods are
outsourced as well. Of course,
this has led to frustration with unfulfilled democratic promises and
false discourses. This can lead to
a desperation that has caused
migration to the North or joining
9
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bands led by warlords. The latter
can be seen as a parallel to the
rise of extremist parties throughout other parts of the world. A
few years ago, the World Bank
conducted a study of Boko Haram combatants, and found that
60% of the youth joining Boko
Haram were joining for the salary, rather than for the ideology.
This demonstrates how socioeconomic disparity and failed or
inauthentic international development policies have driven people
to duress and extremism.

There is no doubt that it is increasingly concerning
how securitization interacts with stability in Latin
America, especially considering are varying and
that multiplying levels of security structures and
security forces. Rebeca Grynspan
There is the reality of the power of criminal
organizations and religious organizations in Brazil,
which troublingly jeopardize reasonable equality of
opportunity.Felipe Gonzalez
We must keep in mind that regarding development,
the gross rate figures that we see are really just
exported back to the big companies that are
investing in Africa. So there is production, but then
it is taken away. Pierre Sané

Representative democracy
is imperilled
This international development
policy that targets the economic
and is devoid of social or political
orientation is not the only factor
undermining social democratic
rights of the people. In the case
of Brazil, there is a highly visible series of networks of power
where corporations, criminal organizations and religious organizations exercise unequal degrees
of influence on what should be
democratic governance. Not only
in Brazil, but in several coun10

tries, decisions are being made
without a true political power in
place. Then, judicialization of
politics is used to step in and attempt to rectify these imbalances
of power. However, this is not the
solution to a system where the
greatest powers and interests
control what should be a democratic system. In fact, the judicialization of power represents an
imbalance that begs the question of what is fair, and leads to
a sense of injustice that can only
reinforce and exacerbate destabilization. There needs to be a
global perspective and effort to
combat such imbalances in order
to avoid destabilization throughout the world.
The international community has
an obligation to address social
economic and cultural rights,
not just civil and political rights.
These types of rights are often
not championed by the greatest
national powers, but the past example from Brazil can serve as
an example of how to change the
way forward in the future. Redirection of the BRICs is necessary,
because Brazil was one of the
few countries within this group
that sought to address the needs
of the polity rather than just geopolitical interests. True representative democracy must represent
the whole individual and the entirety of their human rights.

round
table
session
for
invited
guests
CAF President Wadah Khanfar welcomed speakers and invited guests
to continue the lunch discussion in
a private, round table dialogue at
Casa de América’s Linares Palace.
He initiated the conversation by emphasizing his recent experience in
Malaysia and how, in particular, the
absence of militarization and securitization can protect society from
imbalances that were previously
discussed in the lunch session.
In seeking progressive alternatives
and a multilateral approach, several themes were explored in unique
depth throughout the discussions,
and each of the participants offered
individual insights that provided
a multifaceted and diversified approach to the Seminar’s themes.
11
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various
insights
The reality of intertwined
fates in a globalized world
The current international economic crisis has affected developing countries profoundly, and
plays an important role in the rise
of nationalisms and populisms.
This realization should inform how
we react going forward. There
are various paths in the wake of
these ramifications. Some turn to
authoritarian and fascist methods, or focus on economic strategies that simply rehash former
neoliberal regimes and mindsets.
Using nationalism to manipulate
currency is a problematic symptom of these strategies. Trump is
a pertinent example of how this
type of nationalism can contribute to economic volatility and instability. Instead, innovation and
exploration of new pathways is
key in rectifying what has proven to be an economic cycle that
continually is a detriment to our
global society.
In economically destroying many
developing countries with poorly
constructed international development policy, there has yet to
be a rectification of these failures,
or creativity and new responses
in light of clear mistakes. This
requires collective, open-minded
thought, that considers the primary causes of these crises before continuing the effort to ameliorate them. It is also necessary
to include diverse perspectives
from across regions and spectrums, in order to truly capitalize
on the human capacity for creative thinking and progress.
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The need for increased
media coverage and
awareness regarding the
false intermeshing of
development and security
As mentioned earlier in the reflections, development and security are often mixed in a rather
perverse way. For example, the
initiative the United States took
in Colombia beginning in the
1960s, supposedly directed at
development, quickly developed
into a matter of militarization and
paramilitarization that has continued to this day. Similarly, Mexico,
a key player in Latin America,
demonstrates comparable issues. The United States likewise
frames relations with Mexico in
terms of development. An example includes the so-called migrant crisis. Even the Obama regime spoke about migrant return
in development terms, justifying

Multipolarity is important for an
equilibrium of global forces, and
is not the same as multilateralism.
For example, Russia provides
a force in multipolarity, but
does not necessarily engage
in multilateralism. What needs
to happen is for countries
and regions to truly engage in
cooperative multilateralism that
goes beyond hard power. Celso

Amorim

deportation by classifying US migration as an economic phenomenon, when many times it was really a securitization measure. The
paramilitarization brought about
by United States intervention
exacerbates the issue, as forces
trained in earlier decades now
influence and train new generations of increasing security and
police forces.

It worries me that many of these
topics focus on the United and
States and Europe, and do
not consider the other equally
important regions throughout the
world. Renata Avila
As a human rights lawyer, it is
clear that the media considers
taking a humanist stand is
ridiculous, weak and naive. I have
been taking a stand against the
state of emergency put in place
by Hollande, and it is simply
interpreted as sympathizing with
terrorism.
William Bourdon
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Moreover, it is concerning that the
level of violence and militarization, as well as the discourse of
securitization that provokes it, is
largely dismissed by the international media. For example, assassinations are often carried about
by agents of military intelligence,
and this does not raise the alarm
that it should. In Honduras, the
indigenous leader Berta Cáceres
was assassinated two years ago,
and one of the assassination
team implicated included a UStrained former Honduran military
intelligence officer. At least in the
case of the US, there is only coverage of human rights abuses in
Venezuela, and little else. This is
just one example of how a nation,
the US, spends so much of its
budget on the military, and directly affects militarization in other regions, yet the people remain uninformed. This reflects a broader
disconnect between what is perceived to be international development and what really takes the
form of securitization, without the
cognizance or authorization of
the majority of society.

Maintaining the balance
between security and
liberty
Securitization can and often
has taken the form of counter-terrorism rhetoric and state
of emergency regimes, which
also threaten democracy and
basic liberties. When a rhetoric
of security and state of emergency is circulated, insisting
that the rule of law must also be
upheld, and emergency powers
should not usurp this rule of law,
is condemned as sympathizing
with terrorism, or construed as
anti-nationalist and seditionist.
However, the threat does not
draw from “the other,” or the
imagined enemy of individuals or
groups that break from societal
norms (albeit there may be certain extremist or criminal factions
that do impose a real threat), but
instead, the threat lies in allowing
citizen liberties to be sacrificed to
a disproportionate state power.
The hostile and politicized atmosphere that surrounds narratives
of counter-terrorism often share

Why does the United States have such a
disproportionate influence? South America has to
position itself in a different way. As Lula has led
in previous efforts, South America has to open
towards the Middle East and towards Africa,
assuming a protagonist role. Pedro Brieger
When speaking about the social democratic
system, we are speaking about something that
until now has been operating within the concept of
the nation state and an industrial society, and now
this system and society is in crisis with increasing
inequalities. Juan Luis Cébrian
As we have said, there is a judicial dimension that
seeps into the other dimensions of the Brazilian
state, and this intervention is something that is
especially concerning, as it clearly is interfering
with fair and democratic elections. Gaspard Estrada
14

many of the same consequences and implications demonstrated by acts of terror. Liberal
democratic states’ response to
the “terrorist challenge” fall prey
to many pitfalls that often entail human rights abuses. In the
counter-terrorist regimes and
dialogues that have pervaded
many of our nations, the threat
of terrorism has been utilized to
repress dissent, promote otherwise unrelated international
policymaking and to engage in
fearmongering, in order to rival
political opposition.
Moreover, criminal law has been
expanded as a response to terrorism, which presents a danger
to civil liberties and the general
principles of criminal law and
legality. This is a new paradigm
that did not exist barely a few decades ago. For this reason, now
more than ever, the need to pursue a globally beneficial human
rights framework and common
ground is important to protecting
the liberties of our global citizens
and the democratic order they
deserve.

There have to be controls and checks and
balances put in, not only economic and financial,
but also democratic mechanisms that foster
transparency and participation in a way that can
advance progressivism. If not, there will be no
real progressive movement. Baltasar Garzón
There have been efforts for multilateralism,
but never a world order based in multilateralism.
To date there has only been a sort of more open
regionalism. Felipe González
We should not underestimate the current
economic international crisis, especially in the
developing world. It is serious. There are several
countries that fall victim, and this affects the
people. Wadah Khanfar
Militarization in Central and South America, while
a concern for Washington DC, is a phenomenon
that has been facilitated by the United States.
Alex Main
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public
panels at
casa de
america

The events held in the fully attended
amphitheatre of Casa de América were
open to the public and continued the
discussion of the respective topics, allowing for further analysis of the Seminar’s previous gatherings, as well as
for the amplified exploration of related
issues. The first panel, entitled, “The
present is not what it was: how do
we reconfigure democracy in light of
current challenges?” featured Felipe
González, Celso Amorim and Gaspard
Estrada as speakers, with Juan Luis
Cebrián moderating. The second panel,
“The new world (dis)order: multipolar
crisis and neoliberalism’s invisible
borders,” included speakers Renata
Avila, Baltasar Garzón and Alexander
Main, while Pedro Brieger moderated.
Santiago Miralles, Director General of
Casa de América, alongside Rafael Heiber, Executive Director of the Common
Action Forum, provided a brief introduction to the panel event. Of special
emphasis was how a continued lack of
fresh perspective and innovative solutions was leading towards isolation
rather than cooperation and a progressive perspective on a global scale. The
specific country study of Brazil, including the judicial manipulation of the electoral process with Lula and the social,
political and economic instability, was
symbolized in tragic events like the the
assassination of Marielle Franco and
the Brazilian National Museum fire. This
provided a segue into transcending one
nation’s struggle, and highlighting the
necessity of a progressive coalition on
the world stage.
17
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1

panel one

The present is not
what it was:
How do we reconfigure
democracy in light
of current challenges

limited to class, but can
include race and gender,
among others. Throughout
Latin America there is a
rise in power of right-wing
parties, as is currently
occurring in Europe, with
the exception of the recent
presidential victory of
PANEL OBSERVATIONS
López Obrador in Mexico.
In the case of Brazil, a
Fragmentation fostered produce. Societal dissatright-wing candidate has
isfaction amplifies with
by isolationist and
increases in social inequal- gained unprecedented
extremist movements
ities, and as swaths of the momentum for similar
reasons. Although he may
population are forced to
As noted, the evidence
lack access to traditional
live on the margins and
of societal fragmentacampaign strategy mechface disenfranchisement,
tion, caused by populist
movements from both the the appeal of aggressive,
anisms, including to televileft and the right, abounds populist and divisive move- sion, regional alliances and
throughout the world, and ments is unsurprising. Mob congressional support, as
in this case was particularly mentality takes the place
his ideas are rejected by
highlighted in examples
of participatory citizenship the majority of the populathroughout the Americas
as rights are deprived, intion, it is impressive when
and Europe. However,
cluding basic right to social candidates like these can
it is important to look at
still assume positions of
welfare. Austerity policies
the root causes of these
increase this societal strife power or even gain such
extreme movements, and
large percentages of the
and disorder. And these
the fragmentation they
vote. It is through systemic
inequalities are not only
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crisis and policies of austerity that such candidates
can win the hearts and
minds of people that are
looking for a solution to an
ongoing and painful crisis.

international agreements
and transnational commitments to basic rights in a
functioning society, but at
local and national levels,
these mechanisms fail the
general population.
Acknowledging
Before, citizenship was
predicated upon the idea
a society on the
margins, as opposed to of national communities.
functioning citizenship Now, we are working towards a definition of global
citizenship, paired with
Citizens are forced to live
international human rights.
on the margins, operating
outside of the system and Regardless of whether it
is within the local, national
expecting nothing from
or international sphere,
it, and for this reason citiindividual and community
zenship, participation and
what those concepts mean claims-making must be
need to be revolutionized. recognized by institutions
and governing systems in
Not only in Latin America
order to provide a legitiand in the case of Brazil
previously detailed, but
mate anchor for a funcalso throughout Europe,
tioning society. Individuals
disorder ensues as societal and communities must
membership no longer car- receive protection for and
ries with it basic rights and enjoy basic rights so as to
participate and prosper in
inclusion. There are many

their societies, including in
our global society. If power
networks and unbalanced
interests detract from
the basic rights of these
communities and individuals, continuing to worsen
inequalities, even further
instability than that which
we have already witnessed
is in store.
Currently, rights are being
deprived or ignored in order to protect entrenched
systems of power, prioritizing the interests of an elite
few over the many. This
further destabilizes society
as the majority of the population must operate, usually unsuccessfully, outside
of a system that has failed
it. Rather than the pitfalls of
capitalism, alternatives that
include a rigorous social
welfare system must be
sought in order to remedy
the situation.
19
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Tendency to a unipolar
model and pockets of
power
These entrenched systems
of power have been gaining
dominance and continually
consolidating over a historical trajectory. Unipolar governance may seem to take
a multipolar form at times,
but even these supposed
“multilateral efforts” are the
same cluster of powers
that govern unilaterally.
For some time now,
modern history is lacking
multilateral cooperation.
The Cold War and the War
on Terror both began to
detract from multilateral
efforts, and many unilateral decisions by the US
government have impacted
global affairs. The consolidation and predominance
of US power and interests
is one clear manifestation
of the global contention between a unipolar and multipolar order. A particularly
salient example includes
20

the economic dependence
of Mexico, and the struggle
for more autonomy in order
to lead Latin America in a
way that benefits all, rather
than solely the United
States. This economic
dependence has been
partially driven by financial
and business interests and
there is somewhat of an
opportunity to counterbalance this, depending
on the new government
of López Obrador who
will have the support of
Marcelo Ebrard as Minister
of Foreign Affairs.
Propelled by populist
movements, authoritarian leaders are able to
consolidate power, as has
been witnessed in various
cases and discussed in the
internatinoal series, with
the examples of Orbán in
Hungary, Salvini in Italy,
Erdogan in Turkey or Trump
in the United States included. Concerns regarding
the judicial manipulation in
Brazil, or inequalities and

the erosion of representative democracy in any
country, have become a
global problem. By way of
example, Spain has a great
deal of financial investment
in Brazil, and vice versa.
These relationships multiply
and take the international
stage. However, some
of these interests reflect
the previously referenced
pockets of power, and do
not align with the principles
of representative democracy or the will of the people.
Alternatives to a banking
system and cycles of debt
that profit the few at the
expense of the many are
necessary at the global
level in order to truly aid
communities.
Societal cohesion is important at the local level, but
as we face the reality of an
increasingly globalized order, we must consider the
importance of cooperation
and seeking the common
good on an international
scale, as well.

The role of governance
in countries has become
especially worrying, as we
see democracy on the one
hand, and the law on the
other. We fail to recognize
that rule of law is one of
the fundamental bases of
democracy, as we confuse
the separation of powers.
Juan Luis Cebrián

When political leadership
is fragile or weak, politics
becomes judicialized…
eventually this leads to an
overpowering of a healthy
balance of powers. Felipe

González

The need to
maintain separation
of powers

The case of Rousseff
demonstrates how an imbalance of legislative branch
power can override the
Several specific instances
executive branch in a way
of the need to maintain
that similarly endangers repseparation of powers in
resentative democracy. Of
order to ensure the integcourse, the Brazilian case is
rity of democratic states
not unique; one particularly
surfaced throughout the
infamous assault on the
course of the discussions. balance of powers includes
If the legislative branch
when Roosevelt attemptis lacking in political will,
ed to pack the Supreme
weakened in its power or
Court of the United States
unable to apply political
in 1937, an example of the
solutions to political prob- executive branch usurping
lems, the system remains
judicial powers. When the
unbalanced.
balance of powers is jeoparIn the case of Brazil, this
dized, rather than healthy
took place via a judicialcompetition, pockets of
power are created, and
ization of politics. There
unilateral decisions deprive
is the opportunity for the
judicial branch to judicialize citizens of their voice. This
takes place at the national
politics, or step in without
level and then is reflected
jurisdiction into electoral
on the international scale,
processes; this relegates
as we see in the tendency
more and imbalanced
power to the judiciary that towards unipolar models of
international cooperation
is not inherent to its purrather than a multipolar
pose within an equitable
world order.
system.

This systemic crisis in
Brazil was symbolized
in the Brazilian National
Museum fire, when there
weren’t enough firefighters,
there wasn’t enough water,
and finally weren’t enough
personnel, because of cuts
of more than 70% to the
museum’s funding this year.
That was the story of Brazil,
told by that fire. Gaspard

Estrada

US hegemony and the
actions of its government
are really a combination
of financial interests
that underlie the Deep
State of the US, that
from administration to
administration barely alters
in its direction... thus the
continued resistance to
challenges from Latin
America. Celso Amorim
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panel two

The neworld
(dis)order: Multipolar
crisis and neoliberalism's
invisible borders

traditional “enemies,” like
Iran, China and even Russia remaining a problematic
reality. The war on migrants
in the US, that existed under previous presidencies,
also continues.
PANEL OBSERVATIONS
However, given this isolationist tendency, there
are opportunities for other
states and combined forcmessage resonated with
The Trump
those suffering from the
es to become more autongovernment: the
financial crisis and seeking omous. Withdrawing from a
alternatives to a system of US hegemonic order, there
phenomenon, its
elites. His actions have had is space to move towards
disadvantages and
great repercussions in the
a cooperative, multipolar
opportunities
international arena, from
order. These opportunities
the US’s role in NATO, to
manifest themselves in
Trump’s election could be
various ways. There is the
attributed to many factors, fragile relationships with
Europe and Canada and
chance to create a new
but is due in no small part
an anti-globalist approach
global financial architecture.
to his campaign platform
to diplomatic relations,
There is also the possibilof fighting a global order
to name a few. At the
that harms the common
ity of constructing more
same time, Trump works
people, and combating
regional balance to avoid
within the confines of the
a global media conspiraEurocentrism. Essentially,
American “Deep State”
there is an opportunity to
cy. Again, an example of
challenge the dominance
populism in an increasingly of neoconservatism, with
entrenched policies and
of a few, powerful forces
fragmented world, the
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and networks that continue
to reinforce inequality and
instabilities to the point of
human disaster.

The example
of alternatives
to neoliberalism
in Latin America
There have been governments in Latin America
seeking an alternative to
neoliberal models and
these condensed, powerful
networks, though often it
took the form of discourse.
In the past, movements
have spread throughout
South America and Central
America, with their bases
including women and the
indigenous. These could be
viewed as populist movements, but positive populist
movements, demonstrating
that grassroots efforts by
an invested citizenry can be

directed towards progress.
As a result, policies of fair
trade versus free trade
were promoted by some
governments, including
those in Venezuela and
Brazil.
Still, many factors were in
play throughout these efforts, and the active role of
the United States certainly
complicated movements
towards neoliberal alternatives. Moreover, after
these popular movements
took place and measures
began to be implemented,
increasingly consolidated
power in the ruling governments began to outweigh
the original confrontation
with neoliberalist interests,
and the political will of the
people became weakened.
This example of steps
towards progressive alternatives in Latin America
can be examined, and in

gathering insight from how
power became consolidated once again, new efforts
towards progressive movements that do not succumb
to the old power structures
can be constructed.

Opportunities
for change, and
the paradox of the
technologies that
facilitate change
Unbalanced power, inequalities, and breaches of
human rights have brought
about unrest and popular
movements. But such
unrest and popular movements can be levied as a
means for positive change.
Black women in Brazil
promise to be a decisive
vote in the next election,
and there is inspiring
political will and action on
the part of many women’s
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groups throughout the
world, with women taking to
the streets to protest in unprecedented numbers. Old
power structures are being
threatened and challenged,
and this type of movement can be harnessed to
revolutionize our approach
to global cooperation and
exchange.
These types of movements
are facilitated by social
media platforms. This must
be considered with caution,
however. The old power
structures of energy and
banking corporations or
financial systems have given
way to, or collaborate with,
the power harnessed by
corporations who control
the majority of technological
tools. A neoliberalist vein still
runs through the current reality, as these technological

companies have harnessed
control in a way that is
sometimes not as visible as
with old power structures,
but in a way that is equally
potent and perhaps even
more influential. Grassroots
movements, popular unrest
and civil society action can
be manipulated by these
platforms.
Still, as long as citizens
commit to action, remain
vigilant and avoid the
temptation to apathy, these
networks of power can be
monitored, restrained and
utilized for the common
good. We must confront
the consolidation of power
by technological corporations, and their rewriting of
the rules, so that the right
to information remains free
and uninhibited for the sake
of social progress.

the shores of Europe, and
other regions. There is a
double talk among international bodies as political
and economic interests
While human rights are
trump the priority of human
meant to be a universal
rights protections, and UN
language, today it has
Human Rights Commitbecome a field of contestation as greater cleavages tee recommendations are
ignored.
occur between political
leaders and civil society. It
The lack of international
either induces a struggle
response to the events
between state powers and surrounding the 2016
international bodies, or hu- Turkish coup, or the current
man rights discourses are
situation of the Rohingya in
insincerely manipulated and Myanmar, or the ongoing
utilized as a way by which
crisis in Syria, highlight this.
to gain followers and the
Corporate interests also
popular vote. State interoutweigh human rights
ests often prevail over sup- to the environment, as
posed ascription to human witnessed in the exploitarights, as manifested with
tion of natural resources in
the deportation of at risk
Uganda or the Democratic
migrants who have reached Republic of the Congo.

Human rights
as a language for
unity and progress

Human rights can be reinforced by a reconsideration
and renewed understanding of citizenship. Respect
for the rights of individuals and their voices as
members of the community can reinforce these
international norms that are
often cited but infrequently
implemented.
This citizenship and a
focus on community membership should not be solely restricted to economic
considerations, which has
helped create and exacerbate crises in political
confidence throughout the
world, but should rather
be founded on the right to
representative participation
and solidarity with fellow
community members.

We know about Sanders’ and Varoufakis’ call for an international,
progressive movement against authoritarianism, but we must also
offer alternatives and call attention to how many Latin American
governments, alongside the leadership of Brazil, can integrate their
political economics, with the objective of creating a new, independent
axis from the other powers in the world. This can reinforce a multipolar
order and reinvent financial institutions. Alex Main
There is a judicial, political, economic and social structure that allows
those with resources to avoid prison and those without them to end
up incarcerated. Pedro Brieger
There is a confrontation between civil society, governments, national
justice systems and international justice systems regarding human
rights protections…human rights are sometimes simply invoked as a
means to gain popular following. Baltasar Garzón
There is working class precariousness and middle-class apathy
that prevents political activism, and facing the crisis we have
today, we have no option but to practice our agency and
fight for the growing threats to our rights. Renata Avila
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ANNEX:
JOINT STATEMENT AS A RESULT
OF MADRID SEMINAR

a warning
regarding the
blow to Brazilian
democracy
and its global
cosequences
President Dilma Rousseff’s removal on 31 August 2016 initiated an attack on Brazilian democracy. This attack reached
a second milestone on 1 September 2018, when former
President Luiz Inácio Lula Da Silva, a favourite in Brazilian
presidential election polling for the elections on 7 and 28
October, was disqualified from running for office. As a result of both actions, Brazilian citizens face the dangerous
prospect of a possible victory by a fascist, racist, chauvinist
and homophobic candidate, one who calls for violence and
armed repression.
We are drawing attention to these two illegitimate attacks.
Firstly, a parliamentary attack against President Rousseff.
And secondly, Lula’s sentencing without proof to 12 years in
prison, as well as his disqualification from running for electoral office. These are steps to prevent the Brazilian Worker’s
Party (PT), to which both Rousseff and Lula belong, from
implementing a plan for the redistribution of wealth and the
reduction of social, racial and gender inequality. For the past
16 years, this plan has served as a successful example of an
alternative to neoliberalism responsible for the global crisis.
We are warning that the instrumentalization of judicial power, in Brazil and other developing countries, is central to a
strategy led by international financial capital and some media companies falling short of their obligation to report the
truth. The strategy operates via allegedly fighting corruption,
but is in reality fostering it. It prevents the electoral candidacy, via unjust sentencing, of those viewed as a check on the
agenda of ‘markets.’
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This is particularly serious in the case of Brazil, which during
the Lula government was a reference of multilateralism and
encouraged significant initiatives like the BRICS. Yet now,
Brazil has decided to ignore the United Nations Human
Rights Committee’s request, “to take all necessary measures to ensure that Lula can enjoy and exercise his political
rights while in prison, as candidate in the 2018 presidential
elections.”
We are profoundly concerned about the consequences of
illegitimately facilitating the Brazilian presidential victory of
a fascist candidate. They would reverberate both within the
country and throughout the international stage, where extreme right-wing leaders are on the rise, and even govern,
via voting marked by frustration with the 2008 crisis and
neoliberal austerity.
Moreover, so that society can peacefully accept the results
of the elections on 7 and 28, there should be a guarantee of
just competition among all parties, including the PT.
Madrid, September 2018

Signed:

Celso Amorim

Former Brazilian Minister of Defense and Foreign Affairs

Renata Avila

Director of Ciudadanía Inteligente Foundation

William Bourdon

Human rights lawyer and Founding partner of Bourdon & Associés

Pedro Brieger

Director of NODAL

Noam Chomsky

Professor Emeritus at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Gaspard Estrada

Executive Director of OPALC, Sciences Po

Baltasar Garzón

Jurist and President of FIBGAR

Rafael Heiber

Executive Director and Co/founder Common Action Forum

Alexander Main

Director of International Policy, CEPR, Washington, DC

Pierre Sané

Former Secretary General of Amnesty International
& President of Imagine Africa Institute
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