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introduction
With the advent of the Trump administration
and the accompanying consequences for
American foreign policy, the Common Action
Forum (CAF), with organizational collaboration
from Casa de América, hosted a seminar to
explore opportunities for Europe to strengthen
links with Latin America, and to consider how
the two regions could leverage their privileged
positions within international affairs. The fluctuating isolationist and simultaneously interventionist directions of the Trump
administration allow for European The discussion, entitled, “The Ibero-Amerand Latin American policymakers ican countries and their role in light of the
to contemplate new scenarios Trump administration,” took place on July
and directions in which to exert in- 3, 2017 at Casa de América in Madrid,
fluence on the international stage Spain. The panelists included Celso Amorim, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of
in an uncertain political climate.
Brazil, Marcelo Ebrard, former head of the
government of Mexico City and Miguel Ángel Moratinos, former Minister of Foreign
Relations and Cooperation of Spain. WaMADRID
JULY 2017
dah Khanfar, President of CAF and former
director of the Al-Jazeera News Network,
CAF International
introduced the event that was open to the
Seminar
public, while José María Forte, director of
The Ibero-American
countries and their
Radio Nacional, served as moderator.
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discussion
themes
Over the course of the discussion
between the panelists and in their dialogue with the moderator and question and answer session with the
public, several themes emerged that
resonated with the topic of the conference. Given the advent of the Trump
administration, the speakers and audience mulled over the shift in traditional
poles of power, and how this could allow for reformulating the strategy and
practice of politics as a whole, as well
as provided an opening for an opportunity for progressive leadership. What
follows is a synthesis of the further
elaboration upon these observations
that ensued.
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Ι think more regional powers
are emerging, communicating with
each other trying to find some
ground in order to establish
centres of gravity that are
regionally based, and not only
a reflection of Western or
American interest—in a good way.
Dialogue within these regional
powers, or hegemonies, could
lead to a new world order that
creates a much more diverse and
multi-civilizational, multicultural approach to international
politics.

„

Wadah Khanfar

THEME ONE:

Shifting
traditional poles
of power
ALLOWING FOR THE VALUE
OF DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES
It goes without saying that many voices, regions
and peoples have not achieved fair representation
or perhaps representation at all on the world stage.
As always, the Global South must
contend with dominant policies and REORIENTING TOWARDS
dictates from the North, and entire RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL
regions are sometimes overlooked SOLIDARITY
as established hierarchies consol- While nation-states pursuing their own interidate and continue to pursue their ests is nothing new, and Trump’s rhetoric of
own interests. The 20th Century putting America “first” is simply a cruder variasaw the arrival of the concept of tion on the theme, it begs consideration of why
multilateralism via the creation of this is valued and vocalized more and more.
the United Nations, which invited As populisms and nationalisms rise, a disredialoguing between multiple actors spect for international institutions accompanies
and powers. As we witness a shift these fervors. Indeed, said institutions may
towards the consolidation of only a possess multiple flaws and leave much room
few of these powers, it remains im- for improvement, but to devalue solidarity does
perative that multilateralism under- not resolve the multiple issues. In shifting the
go a renaissance in order to com- problems of one country to the rest, there is
bat a return to old hegemonies that a collective deterioration in the quality of life
brought about world wars.
globally, and this shifting merely serves as a
temporary solution to a growing problem. The
Trump administration penalizing former allies in
an attempt to curry favor domestically not only
is injuring those countries, but also bears repercussions for the country he claims to protect.
In order to pursue solidarity, we must find a
base in legitimacy. Politics in itself now appears
as something negative and dangerous, when
the concept of democratic politics was meant
to serve the interests of the people. A combination of international counterbalances within
political structures can ensure accountability
and that the people feel their needs are being
met collectively, so that they may indeed experience solidarity.
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THEME TWO

Rethinking
the
organization
of politics

DECOMMERCIALIZING POLITICS

Trump manifests a strategy of commercialization
that is replacing the inherent meaning of politics.
Rather than diplomacy or compromise, the image
of the businessman and bilateral or forceful negotiation only driven by economic interests redefines
the higher purpose of governance and creating
a sustainable, equitable world. Reacting to world
currents and events on an ad hoc
EMPHASIZING THE LOCAL basis solely based on temporary,
AND A DECENTRALIZED short-sighted economic interests is
APPROACH TO GOVERNANCE a grave concern.

The financial interests that align with
political power are highly transparent, yet often go unchecked and
unquestioned. Protectionist policies in the Trump administration
have clearly proved detrimental to
several parties, but are embraced
for their surface value. At the same
time, reforming and reconfiguring a
world order so dependent on financial powers is not something that
The value of the local can be witnessed, for example, inineeded an impetus like contraventiatives like UN Habitat. At the city level, there have been
ing the Trump administration. The
optimistic measures taken to convert some of technologlobal citizenry already had a clear
gy’s destruction to energy-conscious urban environments
mandate to combat such unbalaimed at improving mobility and coexistence without
anced power and inequalities.
harming those environments. While at the international
level, the Trump administration may hamper efforts towards bettering the environment on which humans subsist, these local level initiatives can circumvent such actions and allow local communities to take their wellbeing
and the wellbeing of the planet into their own hands.
Although cooperation at the international level is invaluable, it is fundamental to remember what leads to the consolidation of power. Even within a country itself, for example in the United States, the tendency to centralize power
and policies in an entrenched deep state provides little
room for growth and explains the stagnant political era
to which we have arrived. With little change from a Democratic to Republican administration, there is no renewal
or reformulation of perspective and governance remains
distanced from the will of the people.
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THE MEDIA AS AN OBJECTIVE
SOURCE FOR INFORMED,
ENGAGED CITIZENS
In the current political climate, the media is
exacerbating societal fissures, motivated by
economic factors rather than journalistic integrity. Of course, this is not the case for all media
and news organizations and networks. However, independent media outlets are threatened,
and their members even jailed for criticizing or
simply reporting the facts on authoritarian or
semi-authoritarian political regimes. For example, in the Middle East, the situation is worsening with several progressively authoritarian
governments, who either jail journalists under
construed pretenses, or imprison them more
blatantly when they provide anything other than
regime propaganda.
Simultaneously, the United States administration’s dismissal of the press as “fake news” mirrors such actions and potentially worsens the
worldwide epidemic. It is within this space that
the Ibero-American bloc can diverge from the
worrying trends and encourage its grassroots
and independent media and voices to provide
a counterbalance to hegemonic narratives,
unabashedly promoted by decreasingly democratic governments.

“

Out of every negative situation comes
something positive; this diplomatic and
political withdrawal occurring with the
current United States administration could
create an opportunity for more integration
and more cooperation with Ibero-America.

„

Celso Amorim
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THEME THREE:

The opportunity
for progressive
leadership

AVOIDING A RHETORIC
OF CRISIS IN MOVING FORWARD
The crisis rhetoric employed by Trump or the
media often utilizes the concept of victimization;
for example, the populist or xenophobic currents
in the US painting immigration as victimizing the
American people. Or, they are positioned as victims of misfortune thanks to success in regions
like Europe. This mindset of crisis and victimization again serves for little productive value, other
than to manipulate many for the benefit of a few.
Another example of this backwards trend includes the previously preferential economic
collaboration between Mexico and the United
States and how it greatly benefitted both parties, until the fear-mongering rhetoric of the US
administration demanded a renegotiation of policies that the people of the two countries were
served by. This rhetoric then multiplies as political actors and electoral movements throughout
the world capitalize on such strategies in order
to pursue less than altruistic paths to power.
In this way, governments of the powerful are
achieved, deepening inequalities and depriving
the greater population of agency and rights.
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I can’t remember
aggression of this magnitude,
maybe as bordering neighbors
in Mexico we feel it in a
very abrupt and intense way…
Trump is bringing us out of
our comfort zone, but our
first reaction is simply to
accommodate him and exercise
damage control.

„
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Marcelo Ebrard

REPLACING AGGRESSIVE,
REACTIONARY CULTURAL
MOVEMENTS WITH
SOLIDARITY

FILLING A VACANT
LEADERSHIP SPACE

There can no longer be a climate of inaction in view of
the current situation. Often, the idea that China will dominate as an economic power and the United States must
always be capitulated to are taken as unchallenged facts.
A product of this rhetoric of crisis in- Instead, Europe is called to divert from a passive stance
cludes a culture of aggression and a and find allies in regions like Latin America in order to
cheapening of what were once fruit- avoid a status quo of exclusionary policies and unchalful cultural spaces. Where the United lenged, uninspired leadership.
States was a diverse “melting pot” of
In fact, in recent US administrations, and not only that
immigrant cultures, benefitting from a
of Trump, there was a lack of strategy with regards to
plurality of traditions, ideas and even
Latin America. For future meetings between Europe or
languages, injunctions to remove
Latin America, the lack of US agenda and strategy or the
Spanish speaking, for example, have
transience thereof—in relation to all regions—provides
instead come to the fore. Not only
an opportunity for true, thoughtful leadership to step in,
is there a fragmentation on a global
instead of uncontemplated, knee jerk reactions from the
scale politically and economically,
US administration serving as the default. Rather than
there is a leeching of cultural wealth
fearing the endangernment a relationship with the United
that merits our concern. Identity and
States simply for disagreeing with US agenda and policy,
culture are no longer a resource for
or for taking the lead on decision-making, new multilatbuilding societies and communities.
eral configurations have the opportunity to initiate and
Tensions thus unsurprisingly rise,
pursue innovative political, economic, social, cultural,
as societies and the individuals that
technological and scientific mechanisms that serve the
compose them find their identity and
whole of humanity.
humanity in such culture.
While the European Union had its crises and
contradictions, many of the principles and initial goals it sought remain relevant today, and
an example for what other regions could work
towards, in creating a citizenship that not only
champions but truly protects cultures, and diverse ones at that. In the case of Ibero-America, there could also be strides made towards
an Ibero-American citizenship with its accompanying rights, protections and guarantees. By
building these regional blocks of citizenship step
by step, there is more room to transcend and
create global solidarity.
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conclusion

Divisions and boundaries are repeatedly occurring constructs in all societies. At the same time, they provide a
teaching point that can inform how to avoid the manipulation of cleavages to destructive ends. For example,
Ibero-America has witnessed its fair share of conflict
and insecurity. Through these painful experiences, the
region has been able to work towards serving as a
voice for multilateralism, dialogue, cooperation and for
peace. Given the clear benefits that this type of leadership offer, and the tragedy it thus avoids, this region
can come forward as an example to the rest of the
world as why it is more advantageous to seek points
of unison rather than of division. While fragmentation
is bound to occur, if the end goal is finding common
ground, there is more
The value of multipolarity in international politics extends room for a balanced
beyond the exemplary efforts of Ibero-America, and is not and thus collectively
limited to the collaboration of Europe and this region. For better world.
example, the BRIC countries can engage with and learn
from each other in order to develop not only their countries,
but their respective regions. Many spaces exist for transnational cooperation and brainstorming. If multiple forums
for diverse and various powers
are provided for, it can provide In sum, while there is a clear objective of corich and combined efforts that existence, this cannot occur without assertcombat unilateral moves that ul- ing change. If individuals, localities, countries,
regions and the entire world remain resigned
timately reach their limit.
to aggressive, short-term, self-serving power
machinations, it not only entails maintenance of
the status quo, but a worsening of the injustices
and inequalities that gain so much visibility via
phenomena like the Trump administration. By
taking positive lessons from Europe and Latin
America, and then leveraging them towards an
improved political imaginary, multilateral dialogue and most of all proactive initiatives, these
types of political power shifts, vacuums and
travesties can be reversed for the better.
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collaborators

“

We have to be
capable of setting
the agenda, an agenda
of solidarity,
because solidarity
truly produces better
results, whether it
be altruist or selfish
reasons that cause us
to unite according
to our collective
interests, we must
create consensus and
common goals.

„

Miguel Angel Moratinos

The Common Action Forum is a
transnational non-profit organization
based in Madrid, Spain, collaborating
to establish a global network of prominent and emerging experts from a
range of backgrounds, including academia, politics, media, civil society and
journalism. This network combines international experience and global strategies through mediation, research, advisory and projects, advocating for the
collective design of global strategies
and new frameworks that champion
progressive values.
Casa de América, housed in Linares
Palace, is a public consortium pursuing
strengthened ties between Spain and
the Americas, specifically Latin America. This effort takes place via various
formats, including seminars, conferences, round tables, exhibitions, film
screenings, concerts, colloquia, book
presentations, interviews or radio and
television. They engage with the public, members of governments from
both sides of the Atlantic, media, diplomats, companies, representatives of
the cultural and academic world and
institutions in a participatory effort, as
they did in collaboration with Common
Action Forum in the Seminar at Linares
Palace.
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